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TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  EVANGELIST. 


Many  people  are  much  perplexed  witli  certain  difficulties,  which,  in 
their  apprehension,  attend  the  doctrine  of  divine  foreknowledge  and 
decrees.  If  the  following  remarks,  suggested  by  the  account  of  PauFs 
shipwreck,  Acts  xxvii.  22 — 31,  are  calculated  to  obviate  these  difficul¬ 
ties,  you  will  doubtless  confer  a  favor  on  some  of  your  readers,  by  giving 
them  a  place  in  the  Evangelist.  C.  D. 


Brethren  and  F riends, 

Paul,  with  more  than  two  hundred  and  seventy  other  persons,  was 
overtaken  at  sea  with  the  dangers  of  a  long  and  furious  storm.  After 
the  third  or  fourth  day  from  the  commencement  of  the  storm,  this  nu¬ 
merous  crew  became  despondent.  They  considered  themselves  as 
lost.  All  hope  that  they  should  be  saved  was  gone.  In  this  distressing 
and  apparently  hopeless  condition,  Paul  stood  forth  in  the  midst  of  them 
and  assured  them,  that  not  a  single  soul  should  be  lost ;  that  the  ship 
should  be  wrecked,  and  all  its  crew  be  cast  upon  a  certain  island.  On 
the  fourteenth  night,  the  sailors  perceived  some  indications,  that  they 
were  near  to  land.  By  sounding,  several  times,  they  ascertained,  that 
this  was  the  undoubted  fact.  They  immediately  cast  anchor.  But  the 
gale  was  so  violent,  that  they  feared  the  ship  would  be  driven  from  her 
moorings,  and  be  dashed  upon  rocks  or  quicksands.  Under  this  im¬ 
pression,  the  sailors  conceived  the  design  of  escaping  from  the  ship,  in 
the  boat,  and  of  leaving  the  principal  part  of  the  crew  to  take  their 
chance  in  the  ship.  Paul  perceived  their  intention,  and  informed  the 
centurion  and  the  soldiers  of  it.  He  said  to  them,  except  these  (the 
sailors)  abide  in  the  ship,  ye  cannot  be  saved.  The  soldiers  and  otner 
passengers  did  not  understand  the  business  of  navigating  the  ship.  It 
was  then  a  time  of  extreme  difficulty  and  peril.  The  storm  was  vio¬ 
lent,  and  the  coast  dangerous.  They  needed  the  skill  and  dexterity  of 
sailors  to  work  the  ship,  and  bring  it  yet  nearer  to  land.  It  was  natu¬ 
rally  impossible,  that  the  crew  should  be  saved,  unless  the  proper 
means  were  employed  for  their  preservation.  Paul  had  previously 
assured  them,  that  no  one's  life  should  be  lost.  After  this  he  declared, 
that  unless  the  sailors  continued  on  board  the  ship,  and  used  their  profes¬ 
sional  skill  and  exertions,  the  pjeservation  of  the  crew  was  impossible. 
Nor  was  there  any  inconsistency,  between  these  different  declarations. 
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He  had  declared,  that  the  whole  crew  should  be  saved  ;  and  so  tlie 
event  proved.  He  also  declared,  that  without  the  help  of  seamen,  the 
crew  cott/d  no^  be  saved.  And  this,  too,  was  a  manifest  truth.  The 
services  of  the  seamen  were  the  means,  by  which  the  ship  was  to  be 
brought  so  near  to  land,  that  the  persops  on  board  might  swim,  or  be 
drifted  on  shore.  The  certainty  that  the  crew  would  all  be  saved  did 
not  preclude  the  necessity  of  using  proper  means  for  their  safety.  Paul 
and  his  companions  did  not  say,  “  it  is  certain,”  it  is  foreknown,”  “  it 
is  decreed,”  that  we  shall  all  be  preserved,  therefore  we  have  nothing 
to  do — we  may  as  well  remain  easy  and  inactive  ;  for  our  safely,  having 
been  revealed  from  heaven,  has  become  as  infallible  without  exertions 
and  means,  as  it  would  be  with  them.  They  knew  better  than  to  rea¬ 
son  in  this  manner.  They  knew  that  their  safety  did  depend  upon  ex¬ 
ertions  ;  and  that  it  was  not  the  less  certain,  on  that  account.  Events 
which  are  to  occur  by  means  are  as  certain,  as  those  which  are  to  oc¬ 
cur  'without  'means,  provided  the  means  are  certainly  to,be  used.  It  is 
God’s  common,  and  perhaps  his  universal  mode  of  operation,  to  bring 
the  events  of  providence  to  pass,  by  the  use  of  means  ;  and  it  is  pre¬ 
sumption,  to  expect  that  any  occurrence  will  take  place  without  them. 
It  is  hence  evident,  that  the  foreknowledge  and  decrees  of  God  are 
consistent  with  the  use  of  means ;  indeed,  they  imply  the  use  of 
means  ; — ^means  are  an  essential  and  necessary  part  of  them.  The  use 
of  means  consists  in  applying  the  laws  of  nature  to  particular  purpo- 
ses.  By  the  laws  of  nature  1  mean,  the  common  method,  in  which  the 
divine  power  operates.  The  laws  of  nature,  therefore,  constitute  di¬ 
vine  decrees,  respecting  all  those  events,  which  they  produce;  or  ra¬ 
ther,  they  are,  as  far  as  they  extend,  the  original  plan  of  divine  fore¬ 
knowledge.  To  expect,  therefore,  that  the  things,  which  God  fore¬ 
knows  or  decrees,  will  certainly  take  place,  whether  the  proper  means 
for  their  production  are  used  or  not,  is  virtually  to  imagine,  that  God 
will  change  the  present  constitution  of  nature,  and  produce  events  in  a 
manner  totally  different  from  that,  in  which  he  has  heretofore  produ¬ 
ced  them.  And  to  imagine  this  would  be,  in  the  highest  degree,  irra¬ 
tional  and  presumptive. 

The  design  of  the  following  remarks  is  to  illustrate  the  truth  of  the 
proposition  that,  Divine  foreknowledge  and  decrees  do  not  abate  the 
propriety,  or  destroy  any  encouragement  for  using  appropriate  means  for 
the  attainment  of  desirable  ends. 

To  make  this  illustration  I  observe, 

1.  The  divine  foreknowledge  or  decrees  do  not  abate  the  virtue  or 
efficacy  of  natural  means.  Let  us  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  there  is 
no  G(^but  nature or,  that,  if  there  is  an  original  Creator  of  the  uni¬ 
verse,  yet,  that  he  has  done  nothing,  since  the  event  of  creation  ;  but 
has  left  the  world  to  operate  and  govern  itself.  On  the  truth  of  this 
supposition,  what  would  be  requisite,  in  order  to  attain  desirable  ob¬ 
jects  ? 

The  various  things  of  which  the  world  consists  possess  certain  prop¬ 
erties,  or  powers.  For  instance  :  Stones  possess  the  property  of  hard¬ 
ness.  Water  possesses  the  property  of  fluidity.  Wood  possesses  the 
property  of  combustibility.  The  earth  possesses  the  property  of  yielding 
plants  and  trees.  Animal  and  vegetable  substances,  in  a  state  of  decay, 
constitute  manure,  which  possesses  the  property  of  giving  additional 
fertility  to  the  earth.  Man  possesses  the  power  of  perceiving,  to  a  cer- 
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tain  extent,  what  the  properties  of  things  are,  or,  in  other  words,  what 
the  laws  of  nature  are,  and  of  applying  or  directing  them  to  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  desirable  events.  Effects  are  produced  only  by  means  of  the 
properties  or  powers  of  natural  objects.  In  order  to  convert  grain  into 
meal,  application  is  made  to  it  of  the  hardness,  weight,  and  motion  of 
mill-stones.  In  order  to  increase  a  fire,  combustible  matter  is  applied 
in  a  proper  manner.  In  order  that  a  piece  of  ground  may  produce 
wheat,  it  is  tilled,  and  sown  with  seed.  When  all  the  appropriate 
means  are  used  to  produce  an  effect,  it  will  certainly  follow.  But,  if 
these  means  are  not  used,  the  effect  will  not  follow.  Suppose,  then, 
that  there  is  no  God  but  nature,  and  no  decrees  but  the  laws  of  nature, 
and  no  intelligent  being  in  the  universe,  who  knows  beforehand  what 
will  take  place.  Would  the  truth  of  such  an  hypbthesis  alter  the  pres¬ 
ent  constitution  of  things  ?  Would  not  the  laws  of  nature  remain  just  as 
they  now  are  ?  Would  the  accomplishment  of  desirable  ends  be  ren¬ 
dered  any  more  easy  or  certain  ?  Could  you  live  in  safety  and  comfort, 
with  less  care  and  labor  than  you  now  do  ?  What  the  present  state  of 
things  is,  you  know,  by  experience  and  observation.  You  know  that 
stones  and  plants,  the  earth,  the  sun  and  the  moon,  possess  certain 
properties.  And  these  properties  remain  exactly  the  same,  whether 
w'e  suppose  there  is  a  God,  foreknowledge  and  decrees,  or  whether 
there  is  no  God,  no  foreknowledge,  and  no  decrees,  except  the  laws  of 
nature.  Let  it  be  proved,  that  there  is  no  God  but  nature,  and  the 
constitution  of  things  will  continue  just  as  it  now  is.  Stones  will  grow 
neither  lighter  nor  heavier.  Water  will  flow  neither  faster  nor  slow¬ 
er.  Fire  will  burn  with  a  degree  of  energy,  neither  increased  nor  di¬ 
minished.  The  earth  will  be  neither  harder  nor  easier  to  be  tilled  ; 
nor  will  become  more  or  less  productive.  If  there  are  such  existen¬ 
ces  as  God,  divine  foreknowledge  and  decrees,  the  truth  of  them  must 
be  consistent  with  all  the  facts,  which  we  witness  in  the  world.  They 
must  be  consistent  with  the  existence  of  things  just  as  they  now  are. 
We  know  that  things  are  just  as  we  experience  them  to  be.  Our 
knowledge  certainly  extends  as  far  as  our  experience.  No  truth  can 
ever  contradict  experience.  Whether  the  idea  of  a  God,  his  fore¬ 
knowledge  and  decrees  is  true  or  false,  the  fact  cannot  alter  the  pres¬ 
ent  constitution  of  things,  with  many  parts  of  which,  we  have  an  exper¬ 
imental  acquaintance.  The  present  constitution  of  things  is  such,  that 
events  have  a  natural,  fixed,  and  necessary  connexion  with  each  other. 
One  event  serves  to  bring  another  forward.  The  application  of  one 
class  of  events,  to  bring  forward  another,  is  what  we  mean  by  the  use 
of  means.  Ends  are  attained  by  the  proper  use  of  their  appropriate 
means.  This  we  know  to  be  true,  whether  there  is  a  God,  or  not  ; 
whether  there  are  decrees,  or  not ;  whether  there  is  foreknowledge, 
or  not.  If  there  were  no  such  fact  as^divine  foreknowledge  or  decrees, 
it  would  not  make  the  natural  power  of  things  any  greater  than  it  now 
is.  And,  if  the  falsehood  of  the  doctrine  of  foreknowledge  and  decrees, 
would  not  increase  the  natural  power  of  things,  then,  certainly,  the 
truth  of  the  doctrine  cannot  diminish  it.  Means,  by  some  power  or 
other,  are  rendered  eflicacious.  And  this  efiicacy  is  equally  strong, 
whether  the  doctrine  of  decrees  be  true  or  false.  Hence,  it  is  plainly 
evident,  that  the  use  oi  means  is  consistent  with  the  doctrine  of  divine 
foreknowledge  *  and  decrees. 

Divine  foreknowledge  and  decreet  do  not  abate  the  nccemty  of 
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the  use  of  means*  This  was  evident  in  the  case  of  Paul’s  shipwreck# 
The  divine  decree  was,  that  none  should  be  lost.  Yet  it  was  necessa¬ 
ry  that  the  sailors  should  continue  in  the  ship.  .  Otherwise,  they  could 
not  have  been  saved.  The  constitution  of  nature  is  such,  that  effects 
will  not  take  place,  unless  proper  means  are  used.  The  fields  will 
not  yield  wheat,  unless  the  soil  is  broken,  the  seed  sown,  and  the  grow¬ 
ing  crop  defended  from  devouring  beasts.  Grain  will  not  be  converted 
into  meal,  unless  it  is  ground  in  a  mill,  or  broken  in  a  mortar.  Man¬ 
kind  will  not  have  bread  to  satisfy  their  hunger,  nor  clothes,  to  cover 
their  bodies,  unless  they  labor  to  obtain  these  important  articles.  Life 
itself  cannot  be  preserved  without  the  use  of  food  and  raiment.  Per¬ 
sons  cannot  be  respected  and  beloved  unless  they  have  some  real  or 
apparent  virtues.  Our  daily  experience  teaches  us,  that  means  and 
ends,  causes  and  effects,  are  connected.  This  is  certainly  the  case, 
whether  the  doctrine  of  divine  foreknowledge  and  decrees  is  true  or 
false.  If  the  doctrine  is  false,  it  is  evident,  that  proper  means  must 
be  used  to  accomplish  certain  ends.  If  you  knew  that  there  was  no 
God,  no  foreknowledge,  no  decree,  you  would  certainly  feel  assured, 
that  future  events  depend  upon  the  occurrence  of  proper  causes,  and 
the  use  of  proper  means.  And  the  case  is  precisely  the  same,  provi¬ 
ded  the  doctrine  of  a  God,  of  foreknowledge  and  decrees,  is  true.  For 
we  know  that  the  constitution  of  nature  is  such,  that  means  and  ends 
are  connected.  The  latter  depend  upon  the  former,  and  will  not  take 
place  without  them.  If  it  could  be  made  evident,  that  the  connexion 
of  means  and  ends,  in  the  natural  world,  is  really  inconsistent  with  the 
truth  of  divine  foreknowledge  and  decrees,  the  doctrine  would  be  fair¬ 
ly  disproved.  But,  is  this  the  case  ?  Does  the  consideration,  that 
each  event  depends  on  a  preceding  one,  that  effects  depend  on  causes, 
that  ends  are  accomplished  by  means,  refute  the  doctrine  that  God 
foreknows  and  decrees  all  things  ?  Surely  no  one  who  is  capable  of 
thinking  can  pretend  it.  For,  if  God  foreknows  or  decrees  all  things, 
means  and  causes  must  be  as  much  the  subjects  of  bis  foreknowledge 
and  decrees,  as  the  ends  and  ^ects^  which  they  produce.  It  is  evident, 
therefore,  that  God  may  foreknow  and  decree  things,  and  yet  they 
may  depend  upon  secondary  causes,  or  the  use  of  means,  for  their  ac¬ 
complishment.  And  if  the  things,  which  God  foreknows  and  decrees, 
depend  upon  secondary  causes  for  their  existence,  then  means  are  ne¬ 
cessary  to  the  production’  of  ends  ;  and  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  of  di¬ 
vine  foreknowledge  and  decrees  does  not,  in  the  least  degree,  abate  the 
necessity  of  using  them. 

3.  The  divine  foreknowledge  and  decrees  do  not  diminish  the  abili- 
ty  ^ndfreedom  of  mankind. 

That  human  beings  possess  a  measure  of  power  and  are  free  agents 9 
is  a  truth,  which  every  one  knows  from  his  own  experience.  Men 
have  not  so  much  power,  as  some  other  creatures  of  God  ;  but  they 
have  a  certain  degree  of  it.  Some  men  have  more  than  others  ;  but 
they  all  have  a  measure  of  it.  They  have  power  to  think,  to  feel,  to 
act,  and  to  accomplish  many  operations.  And  mankind  are  free  in  do¬ 
ing  what  they  do.  Free  agency  consists  in  acting  according  to  one’s 
own  inclination  or  will.  And,  that  mankind  do  act  according  to  their 
inclination  or  will,  is  a  fact,  the  evidence  of  which  every  one  finds 
within  himself.  When  a  person  speaks,  he  does  it  because  he  has  an* 
inclination  or  will  to  When  a  person  labors,  he  does  it,  be-* 
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cause  he  has  an  inclination  or  will  to  labor.  When  a  person  commits 
ah  act  of  wickedness,  he  does  it  because  he  h^  an  inclination  or  will  to 
do  it.  When  a  person  performs  deeds  of  compassion,  kindness,  equi¬ 
ty,  or  religious  devotion,  he  does  it  because  he  has  an  inclination  or 
will  to  perform  them.  And  if  a  person,  who  acts  from  inclination  or 
will,  is  not  a  free  agent,  it  is  impossible  to  know  what  freedom  is,  or  in 
what  it  consists.  That  men  are  free  agents,  is  a  truth  evident  to  eve¬ 
ry  person  from  his  own  consciousness.  And  that  men  have  a  measure 
of  power,  is  a  truth  equally  evident,  from  experience  and  observation. 
The  ability  and  freedom  of  mankind  are  the  same,  whether  the  doctrine 
of  for^nowledge  and  decrees  is  true  or  false.  The  truth  or  falsehood 
of  thi^octrine  makes  no  alteration  in  mankind,  in  these  respects.  Let 
the  doctrine  be  refuted^  and  it  does  not  make  their  ability  and  freedom 
any  greater  ;  let  the  doctrine  be  provedy  and  it  do^  not  make  their  abil¬ 
ity  and  freedom  any  less.  If  divine  foreknowledge  and  decrees  exist, 
they  must  be  consistent  with  the  freedom  and  ability  of  man  ;  for  it  is 
certain  that  mankind  have  freedom  and  ability.  The  freedom  and  abil¬ 
ity  of  man  being  a  known  truth,  all  other  truths  must  be  consistent  with 
it.  It  is  therefore  certain,  that  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  of  God’s 
foreknowledge  and  decrees  does  not  abate  or  diminish  the  power  and 
freedom  of  mankind. 

And  if  the  truth  of  this  doctrine  do  not  diminish  the  efficacy  nor  the 
necessity  of  means,  nor  lessen  the  power  and  freedom  of  human  agen¬ 
cy,  it  is  then  obvious,  that  it  does  not  destroy  nor  abate  the  propriety 
and  encouragement,  for  the  use  of  means  to  attain  desirable  ends.  If 
you  cannot  obtain  the  good  things  of  this  life  and  the  life  to  come, 
without  using  means,  and  if  the  use  of  proper  means  is  productive  of 
the  desired  end,  and  if  you  are  free  agents,  possessed  of  power  to  use 
the  means  requisite  for  your  temporal  and  eternal  good,  and  if  the  ne¬ 
cessity  and  virtue  of  means  is  not  diminished,  nor  human  power  and 
freedom  abated,  by  the  doctrine  of  foreknowledge  and  decrees,  then  it 
is  plain  and  evident,  that  the  doctrine  does  not  take  away  any  encour¬ 
agement  to  the  use  of  means.  If  you  believed  that  there  is  no  God,  no 
foreknowledge,  no  decrees,  you  would  still. know,  that  your  happiness 
or  unhappiness  depends  much  upon  your  own  conduct,  in  the  proper 
use  of  means  to  promote  your  welfare.  But  your  welfare  depends  just 
as  much  upon  your  own  conduct,  and  the  proper  use  of  means  to  pro¬ 
mote  it,  if  the  doctrine  of  decrees  is  true,  as  if  it  is  false.  If  God  have 
decreed  any  thing,  or  all  things,  he  certainly  has  decreed,  that  they  shall 
come  to  pass  just  as  they  do,  that  is,  through  the  use.of  their  appro¬ 
priate  means.  You  know  that  your  welfare,  in  times  past,  has  depen¬ 
ded  much  upon  your  own  conduct.  If  you  have  been  prudent  and  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  use  of  means,  to  promote  your  oi^  good,  and  the  good  of 
others,  you  and  .they  have  had  many  enjoyments,  which  otherwise  you 
could  not  have  had.  And,  in  future,  if  you  are  prudent  and  active  in 
the  use  of  proper  means,  to  promote  your  welfare,  you  will  secure  as 
many  enjoyments,  as  you  would,  provided  there  were  no  God  to  gov¬ 
ern  the  universe.  The  general  rules  of.  your  conduct,  in  resp^t  to 
temporal  interest,  are  the  same,  whether  you  believe  in  a  God,  or  in 
nature.  And  the  rules  of  conduct  which  are  proper,  in  respect  both 
to  your  temporal  and  spiritual  interests,  are  the  same,  whether  the  doo-. 
trine  of  divine  foreknowledge  and  decrees,  be  true  or  false.  If  the 
doctrine  is  false,  it  is  still  a  truth,  that  you  must  fear  God  and  keep  his 
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commandments,  in  order  to  secure  his  approbation  and  eternal  bles¬ 
sing.  ,  And  if  the  doctrine  is  true,  fearing  God  and  keeping  his  com¬ 
mandments  is  none  the  less  necessary.  If  you  neglect  this,  whether 
there  be  decrees  or  not,  you  must  fail  of  eternal  life.  But,  if  you 
perform  this,  no  decree  or  foreknowledge  will  shut  the  kingdom 
against  you.  Inspiration  assures  us,  that  every  man  shall  receive  his 
own  reward,  according  to  his  own  labor. 

(To  be  Continued.) 


THE  PERFECT  RIGHTEOUSNESS  OF  GOD  THE  REASON  OF  HIS  INFCICTING 

eternal  punishment  ON  HIS  FOES. 


“  For  true  and  righteous  are  his  judgments.''^ — “  Her  smoke  rose  up 
forever  and  cucr.” — Rev.  xix.  2,  3. 

In  the  following  discussion,  I  shall  endeavour  to  show, 

I.  That  God  will  punish  his  incorrigible  enemies  forever  and 
ever.  And, 

II.  That  he  will  do  this,  because  of  the  perfect  rectitude  of  his  gov¬ 
ernment. 

In  judging  of  the  truth  of  the  first  of  these  propositions,  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  that  we  divest  ourselves 'of  all  extraneous  influence,  and  consent  to 
go  honestly  and  humbly  to  the  oracles  of  God.  To  him  are  open  the 
concerns  of  both  worlds,  and  with  him  undoubtedly  is  the  truths  rela¬ 
tive  to  this  most  solemn  subject.  We  should  be  willing  therefore,  in 
our  inquiries  after  truth,  to  go  to  the  revelation  which  he  bias  given  us  ; 
and  to  go,  not  in  a  querulous,  captious  spirit,  but  with  the  simple  child¬ 
like  intent  of  determining  what  this  revelation  is:  None  certainly  can 
be  jusUfira  in  rejecting  the  doctrine  of 'eternal  punishment,  merely 
because  it  is  painful  to  them.  It  may  be  painful,  and  yet  true  ;  and  if 
it  is  true,  it  is  best  they  should  know  it,  however  unwelcome  it  may  be 
to  their  hearts.  Nor  can  any  be  justified  in  rejecting  this  doctrine, 
because  they  have  imbibed  prejudices  against  it,  and  wish  it  were  not 
true.  It  may  be  true,  their  prejudices  and  wishes  notwithstanding ; 
and  if  it  is,  neither  the  one  or  the  other  will  prevent  its  going  into 
complete  and  dreadful  effect. — Nor  can  we  properly  reject  the  doc¬ 
trine  in  question,  because  itsqems  to  us  unreasonable.  It  may  seem  so 
to  us,  and  yet  be  the  truth.  In  our  low  sphere,  and  with  our  narrow 
views,  we  cannot  pretend  to  determine  what  is,  or  is  not,  reasonable 
in  the  apprehension  of  him,  whose  mind  is  infinitely  capacious,  and 
whose  Ungdom  is  over  all. — ^^Nor  should  we  venture  to  reject  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  eternal  punishment,  because  we  think  we  are  able  to  fritter 
isuvay  the  passages  on  which  it  is  supposed  to  rest.  •  For  when  we  have 
done  this,  we  have  altered  nothing. '  We  have  not  removed  these  pas¬ 
sages  from  the  Bible,  or  detracted  so  much  as  an  idea  from  their  sol¬ 
emn  import.  Whenever  we  open  the  inspired  volume,  we  shall  find 
« them  there  still ;  they  will  stare  us  in  the  face,'  as  they  did  before  ; 
and  notwithstanding  our  utmost  efforts,  will  continue  to  flash  the  truth 
iqM>n  our  misgiving  consciences  and  hearts. 

It  is  intended  by  these  remarks  to  prepare  the  mind  to  go  honestly 
and  humbly  to  the  hook  of  Qod^  for  information  relative  to  the  import- 
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ant  subject  before  us.  And  going  to  it  in  this  way,  1  think  we  cannot 
fail  to  obtain  information  in  abundance.  A  few  passages  fiom  among 
many  will  now  be  cited,  in  proof  of  the  doctrine  of  eternal  punishment. 

John  Baptist  predicted  respecting  the  Saviour,  not  only  that  he 
should  “  gather  the  wheat  into  his  garner,”  but  that  he  would  ‘‘  burn 
up  the  chaff  with  unquenchable  fire.'*'*  In  the  preaching  of  Christ  him¬ 
self,  we  not  unfrequently  find  passages  such  as  these  :  If  thine  hand 
offend  thee,  cut  it  off ;  it  is  better  for  thee  to  enter  into  life  maimed, 
than  having  two  hands  to  be  cast  into  hell,  into  the  fire  that  never  shall 
be  quenched.  Where  their  worm  dieth  not^  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched. 
And  if  thy  foot  offend  thee,  cut  it  off ;  it  is  better  for  thee  to  enter  halt 
into  life,  than  having  two  feet,  to  be  cast  into  hell,  into  the  fire  that 
never  shall  be  quenched.  Where  their  worm  dieth  not^  and  the  fire  is 
not  quenched.  And  if  thine  eye  offend  thee,  pluck  it  out ;  it  is  better  for 
thee  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  with  one  eye,  than  having  two 
eyes,  to  be  cast  into  hell  fire.  Where  their  worm  dieth  not^  and  the fire 
is  not  quenched.'*^  He  that  shall  blaspheme  against  the  Holy  Ghost 
hath  never  forgiveness^  but  is  in  danger  of  eternal  damnation.'** — “  He 
that  believeth  on  the  Son  hath  everlasting  life  ;  and  he  that  believeth 
not  the  Son,  shall  not  see  life^  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him.** — 
In  describing  the  process  of  the  general  Judgment,  Christ  represents 
himself  as  saying  to  those  on  his  left  hand,  Depart,  ye  cursed,  into 
everlasting  fire.**  And  he  immediately  adds,  These  shall  go  away 
into  everlasting  punishment.** — Who,”  says  the  Apostle,  “  shall  be 
punished  with  everlasting  destruction^  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord 
and  the  glory  of  his  power.” — “  Who  are  set  forth  for  an  example,  suf¬ 
fering  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire.**'- — “  To  whom  the  mist  of  dark¬ 
ness  is  reserved  forever.** — “  The  smoke  of  their  torment  ascendeth  up 
forever  and  ever,  and  they  have  no.  rest  day  nor  night,  who  worship  the 
beast  and  his  image,  and  whosoever  receiveth  the  mark  of  his  name.” 

He  hath  judged  the  great  whore,  which  did  corrupt  the  earth  with 
her  fornication,  and  hath  avenged  the  blood  of  his  servants  at  her  hand. 
And  again  they  said.  Alleluia ;  and  her  smoke  rose  up  forever  and  ev¬ 
er.** — The  devil  that  deceived  them  was  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire  and 
brimstone,  where  the  beast  and  the  false  prophet  are,  and  shall  be  tor¬ 
mented  day  and  night,/or^Der  and  ever.** 

These,  my  readers  will  recollect,  are  the  representations  of  Scrip¬ 
ture,  and  of  course  the  representations  of  God.  They  were  given,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  and  distressing  us,  but  to  enlighten  us  in  re¬ 
gard  to  our  real  destiny  and  prospects.  It  becomes  us  then  not  to  ask. 
What  meaning  can  we  force  upon  them ;  and  how  shall  we  be  rid  of 
them  ?  but.  What  is  their  p/atn,  natural^  and  obvious  import  ?  What 
should  we  suppose  any  one  else  meant,  who  should  use  similar  expres¬ 
sions  ?  Should  we  hear  a  preacher  of  the  gospel  frequently  introducing 
such  language,  and  introducing  it,  not  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  it 
away,  but  of  leaving  it  to  illustrate  and  enforce  bis  subject ;  what  should 
we  gather  relative  to  his  sentiments  ?  Or  should  we,  in  reading  a  vol¬ 
ume  of  sermons,  find  such  representations  scattered  through  it,  just  as 
they  are  throughout  the  New  Testament ;  what  conclusion  should  we 
form  concerning  the  sentiments  of  the  writer  ?  The  truth  is,  no  per¬ 
son  ever  need  preach  the  doctrine  of  eternal  punishment,  in  plainer 
terms  than  our  Saviour  preached  it.  Indeed,  I  do  not  think  that  any 
person  ever  did,  or  con  preach  it  in  plainer  terms.  If  we  should  say. 
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in  so  many  words,  “  The  wicked  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punish^ 
ment he  said  the  same.  Or,  if  we  should  say,  “  They  shall  not  see 
life — the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  them — they  shall  be  punished  with  ev- 
erlasting  and  unquenchable  fire he  said  the  same.  The  strongest  ex¬ 
pressions  and  representations  we  can  use  on  the  subject,  the  inspired 
writers  have  used  before  us.  Those  therefore,  who  have  skill  enough 
to  explain  away  the  language  of  the  inspired  writers,  and  make  it  ap¬ 
pear  that  they  have  not  taught  the  doctrine  of  eternal  punishment,  may 
have  skill  enough  to  explain  away  any  language  which  can  be  used,  and 
to  make  it  appear,  that  this  doctrine  cannot  be  expressed  in  words,  and 
cannot  be  taught  intelligibly  by  the  lips  of  mortals.  My  object  in  these 
remarks  is  to  show,  that  no  person  can,  without  a  most  unwarrantable 
and  shameful  abuse  of  terms,  explain  away  the  language  of  the  inspired 
writers,  or  make  it  appear,  on  any  authorized  principles  of  interpre¬ 
tation,  that  the  doctrine  of  eternal  punishment  is  not  inculcated  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures.  The  fact  is,  as  we  have  seen,  this  doctrine  is  incul¬ 
cated  there,  and  inculcated  abundantly,  and  with  all  possible  plainness. 
Consequently  it  is  the  truth. 

I  now  proceed  to  show,  secondly,  that  God  will  punish  his  incorri¬ 
gible  enemies  forever,  because  of  the  perfect  rectitude  of  his  character. 
“  For  true  and  righteous  are  his  judgments.” 

Men  sometimes  punish  those  who  are  subject  to  their  authority,  in  a 
fit  o{ passion.  Their  tempers  are  excited,  and  they  deal  out  the  strokes 
of  their  vengeance  in  a  rage.  Now  it  might  be  shown,  that  God  is  not 
susceptible  of  passion  in  this  sense  of  it ;  and  that  this,  of  course,  nev¬ 
er  excites  him  to  inflict  punishment.  But  if  he  should  punish  his  crea¬ 
ture  in  a  passion,  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  their  punishment 
would  be  endless.  It  might  be  intolerable  while  it  endured  ;  but  the 
paroxysm  of  rage  must  soon  subside,  and  the  punishment  growing  out 
of  it  must  cease.  Passion  merely,  never  would  excite  him  to  punish  his 
enemies  forever.  ^ 

Men  sometimes  punish  their  enemies,  in  order  to  be  revenged  on 
them.  '  They  have  received  some  injury  or  insult ;  and  they  mean  to 
retaliate — they  mean  to  seek  and  take  revenge.  It  might  be  shown, 
that  a  God  of  perfect  holiness  never  indulges  a  selfish,  vengeful  spirit 
such  as  this,  and  consequently,  that  such  a  spirit  never  excites  him  to 
punish  his  enemies.  But  suppose  it  did.  It  is  not  at  all  likely  it  would 
excite  him  to  punish  them  forever.  If  it  was  a  mere  selfish  revenge 
which  urged  him  on,  this  revenge  would  in  time  be  glutted.  He  would 
come  at  length  to  feel  that  he  had  retaliated  sufficiently,  and  would  be 
led  to  say.  It  is  enough. 

Men,  in  some  instances,  inflict  punishment  on  their  enemies  from 
settled  malice.  They  hate  them — they  wish  them  ill — they  wish  to 
see  them,  and  are  resolved  to  make  them,  as  unhappy  as  possible.  It 
might  be  shown  conclusively,  that  God. indulges  no  suchmailice  towards 
his  enemies,  nor  does  the  punishment  he  inflicts  on  them  result  from 
any  such  feelings.  And  if  it  did,  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  it  would 
be  uninterrupted  and  endless.  Mere  malice  must  at  length  be  satiated. 
Mere  malice,  which  is  a  wicked  feeling  of  heart,  and  cannot  have  any 
constant,  abiding  principle  to  support  it,  must,  in  time,  become  exhaust¬ 
ed,  or,  at  worst,  must  move  along  in  a  very  uneven  and  irregular  man¬ 
ner. 

The  single  reason  which  impels  the  Deity  forward  in  the  punish-. 
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ttient  of  his  incorrigible  foes,  is  the  rectitude  of  his  character.  When 
they  have  transgressed  his  laws,  and  rejected  his  Son,  and  persisted  in 
rejecting  him  till  their  probation  has  expired,  it  would  be  wronging 
himself,  and  wronging  the  universe,  should  he  spare  them  more  ;  and 
it  is  because  he  cannot  be  guilty  of  all  this  wrong,  that  he  does  not 
spare  them.  He  sets  himself  to  punish  them,  not  in  the  hurry  of  pas¬ 
sion,  or  to  satiate  a  momentary  revenge,  or.to  gratify  the  feelings  of  a 
malicious  heart,  but  because  the  finger  of  duty  points  to  this  course, 
and  he  cannot  be  holy,  just,  and  good  without  pursuing  it.  And  com¬ 
mencing  the  work  of  punishment  with  ,  such  views,  and  from  such  mo¬ 
tives,  a  foundation  obviously  is  laid  for  it  to  continue  forever.  This 
inflexible  regard  for  what  is  right,  unlike  a  storm  of  passion,  never  will 
subside.  These  feelings  of  duty,  unlike  those  of  malice  or  revenge, 
never  will  be  satiated.  Nor  will  they  ever  tire  or  cloy.  Supported, 
as  they  are,  by  unchanging  and  everlasting  principles,  they  will  remain 
the  same  ;  and  they  will  impel  that  great  Being,  who  did.  every  thing 
for  his  enemies  which  he  consistently  could  do,  and  waited  upon  them 
as  long  as  he  could  wait,  and  who  rose  up  to  punish  them,  because  he 
could  forbear  .no  farther,  and  be  holy— tfhey  will  impel  him  to  go 
on,  as  he  has  begun,  in  one  unyielding,  unvarying  course  of  punish¬ 
ment,  forever  and  ever.  W  hy 'should  they  not  ?  How  can  they  change  ? 
Were  the  principles  of  right,  like  any  of  the  sinful  feelings  of  sinful 
creatures,  there  would .  indeed  be  no  depending  on  them,  either  to 
protect  the  friends  of  God,  or  to  punish  his  foes.  But  this  is  not  the 
case.  The  principles  of  right  are  inflexible  and  unchangeable.  No 
alteration  of  circumstances,  no  length  of  time,  or  distance  of  place,  can 
affect  them  at  all.  Supported  and  guided  by  such  principles,  the  great 
Etgrnal  will  not  be  swayed  by  mere  feeling,  as  sinful  creatures  are,  ei¬ 
ther  to  the  right  hand  or  the  left.  But  having  risen  up  in,  true  and 
righteous  judgment,”  to  punish  his  incorrigible  foes,  he  will  go  on  with 
them,  in  the  same  way,  to  all  eternity — he  will  roll  his  vengeance  after 
them,  in  one  unfailing,  unbroken  stream  forever  and  ever. 

.  Were  the  Supreme  Being  passionate,  vengeful,  or  malicious; — were 
he  altogether  such  an  one  as  ourselves,  his  enemies  ^ght  have  vastly 
less  to  fear  from  him,  than  they  have  at  present.  It  could  not  be  said 
of  him  in  that  case,  “True  and  » righteous  are  his  judgments,^'  He 
would  not  be  supported  in  his  system  of  punishment,  by  the  unfailing 
and^etemal  principles  of  justice  and  truth.  He  would  not  be  urged  for¬ 
ward  in  H,  as  he  now  is,  by  an  imperious  and  inflexible  sense  of  duty. 
His  course  of  punishment  would,  therefore,  be  fluctuating,  if  not  tem¬ 
porary.  It  is  the  rectitude  of  the  Supreme  Being,  which  his  enemies 
have  most  to  fear.  It  is  this,  and  this  alone,  which  will  arm  him  in 
opposition  to  them,  as  long  as  they  exist. 

The  difference  between  falling  into  the  hands  of  a  holy  and  just  God, 
and  into  the  hands  of  one  who  should  be  governed  by  mere  caprice  and 
passion,  may  be'  illustrated  by  familiar  examples.  Here  are  two  fa¬ 
thers,  each  at  the  head  of  a  family.  The  one  is  ardent  and  irascible  in 
his  disposition;  and  very  much  under  the  influence  of  his  passions  in 
the  government  of  his  household.  ^  The  other  is  an  upright,  oonsider- 
ate  man,  who,  previous  to  entering  on  any  work  of  importance,  endeav¬ 
ours  to  ascertain  coolly  what  is  right,  what  b  duty.  It  is  the  misfortune 
of  each  of  these  fathers  to  have  a  rebellious  and  untractable  son.  How 
differently  now  will  these  different  parents  treat  their  disobedient  and 
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offendiBg  children  !  The  first  will  fly  in  a  passion  with  his,  and  desS 
out  his  vengeance  without  reason,  and  without  mercy.  But  the  storm 
will  soon  subside,  and  his  child  will  be  left  to  trifle  with  him,  and  dis¬ 
obey  him,  perhaps  worse  than  before.  The  other  parent  will  not  be 
hasty  to  take  decisive  measures  with  his  child.  He  will  allow  himself 
time  to  deliberate,  and  determine  what  punishment  he  deserves  ;  what 
wiH  be  the  most  suitable  and  proper,  and  what  his  duty  requires  him 
to  inflict ;  but'  when  these  points  are  once  settled — when  his  plan  is 
formed,  and  he  has  commenced  its  execution,  he  will  not  be  soon  or 
easily  diverted  from  it.  He  will  not  suffer  himself  to  be  swayed  by 
his  feelings,  one  way  or  the  other.  He  will  go  steadily  on  in  the 
course  of  punishment  he  had  adopted,  till  the  ends  of  punishment  are 
secured.  Now  I  ask,  has  not  this  child  (i.  e.  ifhe  is  determined  to 
persist  in  his  wickedness) — has  he  not  as  much  to  fear  from  his  inflex¬ 
ibly  righteous  father,  as  the  other  has  from  his  passionate  and  vengeful 
father  ?  The’  one  is  directed  by  mere  unprincipled  fbeling  and  passion, 
and  is  of  course  unstable  in  his  government,  as  the  winds  of  the  tem¬ 
pest,  or  the  waves  of  the  deep  ;  while  the  other,  being  supported’  by 
a  consciousness  of  right,  and  a'  sense  of  duty,  proceeds  firmly  on, 
unmelted  and  unmoved,  till  his  object  in  punishing  is  accomplished. 

To  illustrate  the  same  idea,  we  may  t^e  another  example.  Here 
are  two  national  governments.  The  one  is  that  of  a  savage  and  a  des¬ 
pot,  who  is  the  slave  of  his  passions,  and  whose  will  is  law  ;  while  the 
other  is  characterized  both  by  mildness  and  clemency,  and  by  its  inflex¬ 
ible  regard  to  what  is  right.  A  subject  of  the  Jirst  of  these  govern¬ 
ments  has' offended  his  despotic  Sovereign,  and  fallen  under  his  displea¬ 
sure.  Still,  as  he  knows  his  Prince  is  governed  more  by  feeling  than 
principle,  he  hopes  he  may  devise  some  method  to  appease  his  resent¬ 
ment,  and  thus  escape  his  wrath.  Or  if  he  falls  under  it,  although  the 
tempest  may  be  severe  for  a  time,  he  flatters  himself  it  will  soon  sub¬ 
side.  'A  subject  of  the  last  of  these  governments  has  also  committed 
some  real  crime,  is  apprehended;  and  secured.  For  the  present,  he  is 
treated  mildly  and  tenderly  ;  but  he  knows  what  he  has  to  expect.  He 
i knows  he  shall  be  tried,  and  condemned,  and  punished  as  he  deserves. 
^He  knows  his  is  a  government  of  principle,  and  not  of  feeling,  which 
.wiUnotbe  swayed  or  swerved  from  what  is  right ;  and  he  sees  of  course 
,  that  he  has  every  thing  to  fear  from  it. 

I  have  introduced  these  examples  for  the  purpose  of  showing,  that 
perfect,  rectitude  of  the  Divine  government  is  a  most  terrible  feature 
of  it  to  incorrigible  offenders.  The  God  who  governs  them  is  a  right¬ 
eous  God.  True  and  righteous  are  his  judgments.”  But  what  com¬ 
fort  can  this  consideration  bring  to  those  who  are  careless  and  deter¬ 
mined  rebels  against  him  ?  Must  not  the  very  fact  that  his  is  a  righteous 
government  arm  all  its  terror  and  power  aginst  such,  and  ensure  their 
.threatened  and  everlasting  destruction  ?  Were  it  a  government  of  mere 
feeling  or  caprice,  they  might  have  some  hope,  either  of  appeasing  it, 
or  escaping  it,  or  at  worst  of  not  suffering  under  it  long ;  but  as  it  is  a 
government  of  prhiciple  and  inflexible  right,  they  can  have  nothing  to 
,  expect  but  to  endure  its  vengeance,  which  must  be  rolled  after  them 
forever. 

,  (To  be  Continued.)  ‘ 
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FOR  THE  EVANGELIST. 

•  1. 

ON  THE  REASONABLENESS  OF  DIVINE  REQUIREMENTS. 

If  some  intelligent  being,  not  belonging  to  our  species,  nor  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  true  character  of  Jehovah^  were  to  notice  the  generd  neg¬ 
lect  and  disobedience,  with  which  men  treat  his  commands,  such  an 
one  would  be  liable  to  think  that  He  demanded  things  of  them,  that 
were  very  improper  and  impracticable.  When  he  saw  how  careless 
and  inattentive  most  of  them  are  to  the  word  and  authority  of  their  di¬ 
vine  Lord  ;.how  openly  and  habitually  they  transgress  his  commands  ] 
how  presumptuously  they  profane  his  name,  and  despise  his  service, 
such  a  being  would,  conclude,  that  rational  and  dependent  creatures 
would  not  treat  their  Creator  in  this  manner,  unless  treatment  of 
them  were  exceedingly  arbitrary  and  unreasonable.  He  would  confi¬ 
dently  believe,  that  the  service  of  Grod  was  either  entirely  be3^ond  their 
powerj  that  they  could  not  perform  it,  however  earnest  their  endeav¬ 
ours  might  be,  and  however  sincere  and  pure  their  desires  ;  or  that  it 
was,  in  their  opinion,  so  unreasonable,  that  it  was  better  to  be  entirely 
neglected.  For  whenever  men  neglect  and  refuse  to  do  whatever  is 
required  of  them,  they  say,  at  least  practically y  that  the  thing  demand^ 
ed  is  unreasonable.  And  is  not  this  the  language  of  men  towards  God  ? 
Do  they  not  affirm  of  their  Creator,  that  he  is  a  hard  master,  reaping 
where  he  has  not  sowed,  and  gathering  where  he  has  not  strawed  ?  It 
is  a  complaint,  which  wicked  men  have,, in  all  ages,  made  against  God, 
that  he  requires. more  of  his  creatures,,  than  he  has  given  them  power 
to  do.  Of  old.  the  children,  of  Israel  brought  implicitly  this  charge 
against  him.  They  said,  The  way  of  the  Lord  is  not  equal.”  With 
such  sinful  and  unreasonable  cavillers,  God  condescended  to  expostu¬ 
late  and  reason  on  the  subject.  He  said  to  them,  Come  now  and  let 
us  reason  together.”  Is  it  true  that  my  commandments  are  unreason¬ 
able  and  oppressive  ?  Have  1  treated  you  with  injustice  or  unkindness, 
that  you  should  have  reason  to  treat  me  so  undutifully  ?  What  iniquity' 
have  you  or  your  fathers  found  in  me,  that  you  and  they  have  gone  far 
from  me,  and  have  walked  after  vanity  and  become  vain  ?  O  my  peo¬ 
ple,  what  have  1  done  unto  thee  ?.  Wherein  have  I  wearied  thee  ?.  Tes¬ 
tify  against  me.”  .  .  I 

The  object  of  this  paper  is  to  illustrate  the  reasonableness,  of  the 
ervice  which  God  requires  of  men. 

1.  God  requires  nothing  of  his  creatures,  which  they  might  not  easi¬ 
ly  perform^  if.  the  disposition  of  their  heart  were  truly  willing.  If 
there  is. a  willing  mind,  the  measure  of  ability  will  always  correspond 
with  the  measure  of  obligation..  The  scriptures  assure  us,  that,  ^*If 
there  be  first  a  willii^  mind,  it  is.  accepted  according  to  that  a  man. 
hath,  and  not  according  to  that  he.  hath  not. 

God  requires  of  men  that  they  should  know  him ;  and  he  has  endow¬ 
ed  them  with  an  understanding  capable  of  performing  the  requirement. 
He  has  also  furnished  them  with. those  means  of  instruction,  which  are 
adequate  tOt  the  purpose..  Only  let  them.be  truly^  willing,,  and  they 
will  be  able,,  with  the  means  ai^  intellectual, faculties  they  possess,  to 
obtain  all  that  knowledge  of  God,. which  is  required  of  th^.  Even 
heathens,  who  have  never  seen  the  light  of  revealed  religion,  have, 
nevertheless,  from  nature,  light  enou|^  to  condemn  them.  for.  all  their 
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wickedness.  For  the  invisible  things  of  God  are  clearly  seen,  being 
understood  by  the  things  that  are  made,  even  his  eternal  power  and 
Godhead.  There  are  some  things,  in  relation  to  the  existence  and 
character  of  God,  which  are  incomprehensible  ;  and  these  God  does 
not  require  that  men  should  know,  any  farther  than  they  are  plainly 
revealed.  The  man,  who  gains  as  much  knowledge  of  God,  as  his  un¬ 
derstanding,  his  means,  and  his  opportunities  will  admit,  has  all  the 
knowledge  of  his  Creator,  that  his  duty  requires  him  to  possess.  ♦ 

God  also  requires  that  men  thould  love  him.  And  he  has  given  them 
the  faculties  necessary  for  it.  He  has  given  them  not  only  an  intelli¬ 
gent  faculty,  but  also  a  sentient  or  feeling  one.  He  has  not  only  given 
them  an  understanding,  but  he  has  also  given  them  a  heart.  Hence 
they  have  a  faculty  to  feel  and  love,  as  well  as  a  faculty  to  know  and 
judge.  And  this  heart  is  as  truly  possessed  of  the  natural  attributes 
necessary  for  loving  God,  as  the  understanding  is  of  those  necessary 
for  knowing  him.  If  mankind  were  destitute  of  a  heart^  Xhey  would  in- 
<]eed  be  incapable  of  loving,  either  their  Creator,  or  any  other  object. 
They  would  be  incapable- of  being  pleased  with  any  excellency  either 
human  or  divine.  In  such  a  case,  it  would  indeed  be  true,  that  God 
had  required  of  his  creatures  services,  for  which  he  had  not  given  them 
the  requisite  faculties.  For  men  could  no  more  love  an  object  without 
a  heart,  than  they  could  know  an  object  without  an  understanding,  or 
see  an  object  without  eyes.-  The  heart  answers  the  same  purposes,  as 
it  respects  loving  and  hating,  w  hich  the  understanding  does  of  knowing, 
or  the  eyes  of  seeing.  The  man  therefore  who  has  a  heart  is  as  inex¬ 
cusable  for  not  loving,  when  he  is  required  to  love,  as  a  man  of  under¬ 
standing  would  be  for  refusing  to  know,  or  a  man  who  had  eyes  for  re¬ 
fusing  to  see.  If  a  man,  who’ had  no  heart,  were  required  to  love 
God,  or  to  love  any  thing  else,  the  requirement  would  be  unreasonable, 
and  he  would,  of  course,  have  a  good  excuse  for  his  disobedience.  This, 
however,  is  an  excuse,  which  sinners  will  never  make  at  the  bar  of 
their  judge.  For,  the  fact,  that  they  have  hated  God,  will  be  a  suflS- 
cient  proof  that  they  possess  a  heart,  which  ought  to  have  loved  him. 
God  does  not  require  that  they  should  love  him  beyond  the  extent  of 
the  capacity  of  their  heart ;  but  only  so  far  as  that  capacity  extends. 
The  requirement  is.  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
heart.  And  if  men  possess  a  heart,  which  includes  all  the  natural  at¬ 
tributes  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  love,  then  certainly  they  must  be 
capable,  also,  of  loving  their  neighbour,  as  they  are  required. 

Another  duty  which  God  requires  of  men  is,  that  they  should  fear 
him.  And  it  is  equally  evident,  that  he  has  given  them  all  the  attri¬ 
butes,  which  are  necessary  lor  the  discharge  of  this  duty.  The  hu¬ 
man  mind  is  certainly  possessed  of  those  principles  which  are  capable 
of  being  excited  into  the  exercise  of  fear.  Of  this  our  daily  experi¬ 
ence  aflbrds  abundant  proof.  Men  might,  therefore,  fear  G^.  And, 
as  it  respects  the  external  conduct  of  mankind,  no  one  has  ever  pre¬ 
tended,  that  they  are  destitute  of  those  powers  and  faculties,  which  are 
necessary  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties,  which  God  has  required.  It 
is  hence  evident,  that  God  requires  nothing  of  his  creatures,  which  is 
unreasonable,  because  nothing  is  required  of  them,  which  might  not 
be  easily  performed,  if  their  disposition  were  obedient,  and  their  hearts 
truly  willing.  .  .  «  / 

2.  That  •  the  services,  which  God  requires  of  men  are  reasoiia- 
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ble^.  is  furthermore  evident,  from’  the  consideration,  that^  they  are 
agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  conscience.  The  human  mind  read* 
ily  perceives,  whenever  it  is  turned  upon  the  nature  of  the  duties, 
which  God  enjoins*  upon  his  creatures,  that  they  are,  in  them¬ 
selves,  reasonable  and  proper.  The  first  and  great  command  is. 
Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart.  And  when  it  is 
considered,  that-  God  is  infinite  in  his  existence,  and  good  in  his  na¬ 
ture  ;  that  he  has  wisdom  to  devise  the  best  possible  measures,  and 
benevolence  to  prompt  him  to  adopt  them,  and  power  to  execute  them 
completely ;  when  it  is  considered,  that  he  is  the  fountain  from  which 
all  happiness  flows,  and  that  his  goodness  is  manifest  in ’all  his  works,  it 
appears  reasonable*  that  he  should  be  esteemed,  loved,  and  honored, 
above  all  other  beings.  If  God  is  greater  and  more  excellent  than  any 
other  existence,  it  is  fit  and  proper,  that  he  should  be  acknowledged 
and'  honored  accordingly.  If  the  Almighty  Sovereign  of  the  universe 
I  is  perfectly  and  infinitely  good,  it  is  fit  and  proper,  that  he  should  have 
I  our  highest  confidence  and  warmest  approbation.  If  he  is  kind,  be- 

I  nevolent,  and  merciful,  it  is  suitable  and  just,  that  we  should  be  fully 

pleased,  satisfied,  and  delighted  with  his  character.  If  all  his  works 
are  in  perfect  righteousness,  it  is  our  manifest  duty  to  acquiesce  under 
all  his  dispensations,  aud  say  from  the  heart.  The  will  of  the  Lord  be 
'  done.  In  such  exercises  does  true  love  to  God  consist.  To  approve 
of  God’s  character  cordially  ;  to  esteem  him  as  incomparably  good  ;  ^ 
^  to  be  pleased  and  satisfied  with  his  attributes,  and  be  submissive  to  his 
will,  is  that  very  love,  which  is>  enjoined  in  his  holy  law.  That  he  is 
worthy  of  this  love,  and  that  it  is  fit  and  right  we^hould  exercise  it  to¬ 
wards  him,  is  a  thing,  which  reason  clearly  dictates,  and  conscience 
fully  approves. 

Men  are  required  to  acquiesce  in  the  sovereignty  of  Jehovah  ;  to  be 
still  and  know  that  he  is  God  ;  and  to  rejoice  that  the  Lord  God  om¬ 
nipotent  reigneth.  And  this  requirement,  when  duly 'considered,  ap¬ 
proves  itself  to  the  reason  and  conscience  of  men:  For  if  God  is  su- 
|»*eme  in  wisdoin  and  knowledge,  in  goodness  and  power,  it  is  not  on¬ 
ly  equitable,  but  it  is  infinitely  desirable,  that  he  should  be  an  absolute 
sovereign,  in  the  government  of  the  world.  It  is  always  desirable  in 
*every  community,  that  the  brightest  talents  and  the  most  exalted  vir-. 
tue  should  be  employed  in  its  government.  If  the  natural  attributes 
and  the  moral  perfections  of  God  were  only  somewhat  superior  to  those 
of  his  creature,  it  would  still  appear  suitable  and  proper,  that  he  should 
be  the  superintendent  of  the  universe  ;  because,  in  this  case,  it  would 
be  manifest,  that  his  absolute  government  would  be  better  than  any 
other,  which  could  be  established.  But  if  God  is  not  only,  somewhat 
'superior  to  his  creatures,  but  also  possesses .  such  perfections,*  as  ren¬ 
der  it  in  the  highest  degree  certain,  diat  he  will  never  do  any  thing 
wrong,  in  the  administration  of  his  government,  it  must,  on  this  account, 
be. obviously/  desirable,  that  he  should  ^vem  all  things  according  to 
his  own  pleasure  ;  because,  "in  this  case,  every  work  of  God  will  be 
right,  and  no  one  will  ever  have  any  just  cause  of  complaint  against 
him.r^  As  the  truth*  is,  however,  the  reasonableness  and  desirableness 
of  God’s  sovereignty  is  even  much  greater  than  thte  supposed  case 
would  make  it.  For  God  is  not  only  superior  to  his  creatures  in  natu¬ 
ral  and  moral  excellence,  but  he  is  infinitely  above  them.  He  is  not 
only,  free  from  any  discernible  error,  but  he  is  absolutely  perfect  in  his 
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works.  They  are  not  only  rights  but  they  are  best.  It  is  impossible  -e 
they  should  have  been  diflferent,  and  have  been,  better.  There  is.  a 
much  evil  in  the  system  of  nature  but  if  there  had  been  less,  there  j 
would  also  have  been  less  good,  and  in, a  preponderating  degreee  ;  so  [ 

that  the  universe,  considered  as  a  grand  whole,  would  have  been  less.  1 

perfect.  As  the  agency  and  government  of  God  are  respected,  all  ’  c 
things  considered  together  are  superlatively  excellent.  If  God  did  ei-  1 
(her  less,  or  more,  or  in  any  respect  differently  from  what  he  does,  < 
the  system  of  finite  being  would  be  less  valuable  than  it  now  is.  The  \ 
universe  was  so  constituted,  at  first,  and  has  been  so  continued,  and  < 
will  hereafter  be  so  governed,  as  infinite  goodness  chose,. as  infinite  !  < 

wisdom  dictated,  and  as  infinite is  adequate  to  accomplish.  The  i  : 
sovereignty  of  God  consists^in  his.  doing  what  he  pleases  and  God’s  >  ,  • 
pleasure  is  to  do  what  is  best  in  the  highest  possible  degree.  To  ac-  | 
quiesce  in  the  sovereignty  of  God  is  therefore  a  reasonable  duty.  It  | 
is  what  readily  appoves  itself  to  the  understanding  and  feelings  of  ev¬ 
ery  reasonable  mind.  1  say  every  reasonable  mind  ;  for  some  minds . 
are  so  exceedingly  unreasonable  and  perverse,  that  if  the  whole  uni¬ 
verse  of  intelligent  creatures  were*  allowed,. by  vote,' to  choose  a  uni¬ 
versal  Governor,  many  of  them  would  not  consent  to  choose  the  Lord 
Jehovah.  Happily  for  the  universe,,  however,  the  choice  of  such 
minds  cannot  be  gratified,  for  the  Immutable  ^d  All  perfect  Jehovah  , 
will  never  resign  his  throne,  to  gratify  the  sinful  and  peevish  desires  of  1 
his  disaffected  subjects.  Happily  for  the  universe,  The  Lord  God.  " 
omnipotent  reigneth.  Let  the  earth  rejoice,  and  the  multitude  of  the  i 
Isles  be  glad  thereof..”  j 

God  requires  that  men  should  love  their  neigbour  as  themselves..  , 
This  command  obligates  every  person  to  cherish  a  kind  and  benevo¬ 
lent  regard  for  the  happiness  of  others  ;  and  in  all  cases  to  treat  them,.,  ^ 
as  he  would  judge  it  reasonable,  that  they  should  treat  him.  The  equi-  | 
ty  and  excellence  of  this  injunction  are  so  manifest,  that  it  scarcely 
needs  an  illustration  to  commend  itself  to  the  conscience  of  every 
man.  •  . 

It  is  required  of  mankind,  that  they  lay  up  their  treasures  in  heav¬ 
en  rather  than  on  earth.  Il  is  made  their  duty  to  be  more  seriously 
concerned,  and  more  actively  employed  about  their  future  and  etem^ 
welfare,  than  about  their  present  and  temporal  interests.  And  where  • 
is  the  mind  so  blind  and  stupid,  as  not  to  see  and  feel  the  propriety  of 
this  injunction  ? 

.  God  has  made  it  the  duty  of  men  to  seek  the  promotion  of  his  glory,.  \ 
as  the  first  and  most  common  motive  of  their  actions.  This  duty  im^  | 
plies  a  governing  desire  to  please  and  honor  God,  in  our  habitual  con-  \ 

duct.  God,  our  Creator,  is  infinitely  excellent  and  glorious.  It  must  I 

then  be  manifestly  fit,  reasonable,  and  just,  that  dependant,  rational  ! 
creatures  should  be  so  devoted  to  their  Creator,  as  to  desire  and  strive 
to  do  his  will,  and  promote  his  glory,  in  all  their  conduct  This  com¬ 
mand,  when  rightly  understood  aiid  considered,  must  approve  itself  to  ^ 
every  reasonable  mind.  Mankind,  therefore,  can  never  complain  of  i 
God.for  commanding  them  to  do  things,  which  are  repugnant  to  reason  » 
and  conscience, 'hr  excuse  themselves,  by  alleging,  that  the  service  of  | 
the  Lord  is  irreconcileable  with  the  dictates  of  a  sound  mind.  ^  1 

*  3.  That  the  service,  which  God  requires  of  men  is  reasonable,  is  > 

evident  from  the  consideiration,  that  it  is  conducive  to  their  own  kigh» 
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•fest  welfare.  -The  laws  of  God  are  such  that  in  obeying  them  there  is 
a  great  reward.  Godliness  is  profitable  unto  all  things,  having  the 
promise  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come.  Great 
peace  have  they  which  love  God’s  law,  and  nothing  shall  offend  them. 

If  the  Creator  of  men  had  required  of  them  a  manner  of  life,  and  a 
course  of  duties,  which  would  in  no  degree  promote  their  own  welfare, 
but  rather  injure  it,  there  would,  perhaps,  be  some  appearance  of  ex¬ 
cuse  for  their  disobedience.  This  however  is  not  the  case.  So  far  is 
the  service,  which  God  requires  of  his  creatures,  from  being  inconsist¬ 
ent  with  their  highest  good,  that  it  abundantly  promotes  it.  Indeed, 
God  requires  nothing  of  them,  which  a  strict  regard  to  their  own  wel¬ 
fare  would  not  require.  Hence,  when  God  promises  blessings  to  the 
,  obedient,  he  only  promises  the  natural  fruits  of  a  holy  life  ;  and  when 
he  denounces  woes  against  the  disobedient,  his  denunciation  is,  that 
they  shall  be  filled  with  their  own  devices,  and  the  reward  of  their 
hands  shall  be  given  them.  *  Whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he 
also  reap.  He  that  soweth  to  the  flesh  shall  of  the  flesh  reap  corrup¬ 
tion  ;  ai^  he  that  soweth  to  the  spirit  shall  of  the  spirit  reap  life  ever¬ 
lasting.  The  paths  of  obedience,  therefore,  are  paths  of  life ;  they 
lead  to  safety,  peace,  and  joy«  But  the  paths  of  disobedience  are  the 
ways  of  death  ;  they  lead  down  to  regions  of  endless  woe  and  despair. 

•  The  love  of  God,  which  is  required  by  the  divine  law,  when  it  exists 
in  the  hearts  of  men,  constitutes  a  living  fountain  of  pure  and  divine 
enjoyment.  They  who  truly  love  God  derive  joys  from  him,  which 
are  satisfactory  and  permanent ;  which  the  world,  with  all  its  charms, 
can  never  give,  nor,  with  all  its  frowns,  take  away.  Their  meditations, 
views,  and  discoveries  of  the  divine  character  and  works,  will  be  a  me¬ 
dium  of  perpetual  consolation,^  of  rich  and  heavenly  joy. 

Taith  HI  God  and  in  Christ  is  another  doty,  which  he  requires  of 
•men,  which  is  also  a  source  of  innumerable  and  substantial  joys.  It  is 
sthis  which  directs  the  sinner,  trembling  under  a  sense  of  guilt,  to  the 
Mood  of  atonement,  as  a  ground  of  pardon  and  salvation,  h  is  this 
which  supports  the  s^icted,  by  giving  him  assurance,  that  his  light  tri¬ 
als,  wbicb  are  but  for  a  moment,  shall  work  out  for  him  a  far  more 
exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.  It  is  this  which  supports  the 
.tempted,  by  showing  him  our  compassionate  high  priest,  who  was  in  all 
points  tempted  as  we  are,  and  is  also  able  and  ready  to  succour  them 
that  are  tempted.  It  is  this  which  encourages  the  diespondlng,  by  re¬ 
viving  a  lively  hope  of  future  and  eternal  joys.  It  is  this  wluch  com¬ 
poses  the  bereav^,  by  giving  assurance,  that  the  Lord  hath  done  it, 
and  that  all  things  shall  work  together  for  good  unto  them  that  love  him. 
It  is  this  which  sustains  and  comforts  the  dying,  and  often  inspires  the 
rapturous  and  triumphant  song,  O  death,  wtere  is  thy  sting  ?  O  grave, 
where  is  thy  victory  ? 

Prayer  is  another  of  those  rehgious  exercises,  in  which  men  are 
commanded  to  serve  and  honor  the  Lord  their  God.  This,  also,  is  ap¬ 
pointed  as  the  memis  of  extensive  benefit  to  themselves.  A  habit  of 
devout  prayer  has  a  powerful  ttedency  to  preserve  men  from  those 
acts  and  courses  of  action,'  which  are  deeply  pernicious  to  dieir  best 
interests.  It  is  calculated  and  designed  to  inspire  them  with  those  holy 
feelings,  and  pious  resolutions,  w^h  are  extensively  beneficial  to 
them,  both  in  respect  to  the  present  and  the  future  world.  It  is  design¬ 
ed  to  maintain  witlnn  them,  a  sense  of  their  dependance  on  God,  ax^a 
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sense  of  his  holy  and  divine  presence  constantly  with  them.  In  this 
way  it  is  designed  to  guard  them  against  temptation,  by  rendering  them 
watchful  and  sober,  and  thus  to  prepare  them  for  the  reception  of  .  di¬ 
vine  favor.  And,  moreover,  God  has  promised  that  prayer  when  of¬ 
fered  in  a  proper  manner,  and  with  suitable  dispositions,  shall  be  an¬ 
swered.  “  Ask,  and  ye  shall  receive.” 

God’s  holy  law  enjoins  that  men  love  one  another,  and  do  to  their 
fellow  creatures,  as  they  would  desire  that  others  should  do  to  them. 
And  the  man  who  keeps  this  law  will  certainly  realize,  that  obedience 
to  it  is  conducive  to  his  best  personal  good.  It  will  certainly  promote 
his  reputation,  and  give  him  a  good  name,  which  is  to  be  chosen  rather 
than  gold,  among  all  the  virtuous  and  good.  It  will  render  him  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  esteem  among  his  acquaintance,  and  conciliate  the  affections  of 
those  who  know  him.  It  will  extensively  secure  to  him  the  kindness 
of  others,  and  in  a  great  measure  shield  him  against  the  lawless  depre*- 
dations  of  a  slanderous  tongue. 

Men  are  also  commanded,  by  the  Lord  their  God,  to  be  temperate  in 
the  indulgence  of  all  their  animal  propensities.  This  part  of  the  di¬ 
vine  service  is,  also,  abundantly  conducive  to  their  own  welfare.  In¬ 
temperance  of  every  description  has  a  pernicious  influence  on  human 
happiness.  The  sensual  devotee  shortens  the  brief  measure  of  his 
earthly  existence,  and  accumulates  miseries  on  the  few  days  he  has 
strength  to  live.  If  he  has  property  he  spends  it ;  if  he  has  health  he 
destroys  it ;  if  he  has  reputation  he  sacrifices  it  to  his  unhallowed  lusts. 
He  terminates  his  miserable  and  ruined  existence,  in  shame  and  des¬ 
pair.  The  service  of  God,  therefore,  even  in  the  present  life,  must  be 
highly  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  mankind.  Wisdom’s  ways  are  ways 
of  pleasantness,  and  all  her  paths  are  paths  of  peace.  In  her  right 
hand  are  length  of  days,  and  in  her  left  hand  riches  and  honor.  If, 
therefore,  there  were  no  future  world,  the  service  of  God  would  be 
vastly  salutary  and  ufeful  to  mankind. 

But  it  is  in  the  world  to  come  that  the  benefits  of  piety  are  to  be  chiefly 
realized.  God  has  graciously  and  abundantly  promised,  that  they  who 
fear  the  Lord  and  work  righteousness,  who  believe  in  Christ  and  obey 
the  gospel,  shall  be  made  perfectly  and  everlastingly  happy.  Christ 
has  himself  expressly  declared,  that  when  the  Son  of  man  shall  sit  on 
the  throne  of  his  glory,  he  will  place  the  righteous  on  his  right  hand, 
and  say  to  them.  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom 
prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  It  is  also  written 
in  the  volume  of  inspired  truth,  concerning  the  joys,  which  the  right¬ 
eous  will  then  receive,  that  “  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither 
have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  the  things,  which  God  hath  prepar¬ 
ed  for  them  that  love  him.”  Christ  has  also  assured  us,  that  he  has 
gone  to  prepare,  for  all  the  righteous,  mansions  in  his  Father’s  house  ; 
and  that  he  will  come  again  and  receive  them  to  himself,'  that  where 
he  is,  there  they  may  be  also.  And  in  these  mansions,  we  are  divinely 
assured,  that  there  shall  be  no  sin,  nor  death,  nor  sorrow,  but  that  all 
tears  shall  be  wiped  from  all  faces.  All  will  be  peace,  and  holiness, 
and  enjoyment,  and  perfection,  and  glory,  forever  and  ever.  Such 
will  be  the  final  consequence  of  serving  and  obeying  God.  It  cannot 
then  be  objected^  that  the  service  of  God  is  unprofitable,  that  creatures 
are  required  to  do  that  for  God,  which  will  result  in  no  benefit  to  them¬ 
selves  ;  for  the  service  which  he  requires  of  them  ’is  the  very  best 


Morning  and  Evening  Prayer »  ^7 

teeans,  which  infinite  wisdom  could  devise  for  the  promotion  of  their 
own 'welfare.  Indeed,  it  is,  in  the  nature  of  things,  the  only  possible 
way,  in  which  they  can  secure  present  happiness,  or  future  glory* 
They  who  perversely  refuse  to  serve  and  obey  God  must  be  awfully 
disappointed  in  the  end ;  they  must  be  destroyed,  and  that  without 
remedy.  But  they  who  serve  and  obey  God  will  receive  that  gift  of 
God,  which  is  eternal  life,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Quiwtvs.  ’ 
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MORNING  AND  EVENING  INCENSE. 


Prayer  is  the  Christian’s  breath.  It  is  the  appointed  means,  through 
Christ,  of  obtaining  communications  of  grace,  and  all  needed  good  from 
heaven.  Hence,  to  man,  a  way  of  access  to  the  throne  of  grace,  is  of 
infinite  importance;  Such  a  way  is  opened  through  the  mediation  of 
Christ ;  in  view  of  which  the  apostle  says  ;  “  Let  us  therefore  come 
boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace 
to  help  in  every  time  of  need.” 

This  way  of  access  to  God  for  fallen  man  was  strikingly  prefigured, 
^  the  burning  of  the  morning  and  evening  incense,  in  ancient  Israel. 
The  Old  Testament  rituals  were  “  shadows  of  good  things  to  come.” 
And  peculiarly  such  was  the  offering  of  the  incense.  In  the  30th  chap¬ 
ter  of  Exodus,  we  have  an  account  of  an  altar,  which  God  directed  to 
be  made,  and  to  be  overlaid  with  pure  gold.  The  crown  and  various 
costly  appendages  of  this  altar  indicated,  that  its  design  was  of  signal 
interest.  The  divine  direction  was,  “  And  thou  shalt  place  it  before 
the  veil  that  is  by  the  ark  of  the  testimony,  before  the  mercy  seat  that 
is  over  the  testimony,  where  I  will  meet  with  thee.  And  Aaron  shall 
burn  thereon  incense  every  morning ;  when  he  dresseth  the  lamps, 
he  shall  bum  incense  upon  it,  a  perpetual  incense  before  the  Lord 
throughout  all  your  generations.  Ye  shall  offer  ho  strange  incense 
thereon.”  A  lively  illustration  is  given  of  this  figure  in  Rev.  viii.  3,  4. 

And  another  angel  (Christ)  came  and  stood  at  the  altar,  having  a  gol¬ 
den  censer.  And  there  was  given  unto  him  much  incense,  that  he 
should  offer  it  with  the  prayers  of  all  saints  upon  the  golden  altar, 
which  is  before  the  throne.  And  the  smoke  of  the  incense,  which  came 
with  the  prayers  of  the  saints,  ascended  up  before  God  out  Of  the  an¬ 
gel’s  hand.”  Here  is  given,  by  unerring  wisdom,  a  rich  comment  up¬ 
on  that  offering  of  incense  in  Israel.  ‘  The  priest  in  Israel  w^  a  type 
of  our  great  High  Priest  in  heaven.  Various  duties  of  the  former 
were  shadows  of  various  parts  of  the  administration  of  the  latter.  This 
was  the  case  in  the  offering  of  the  sweet  incense.  A  large  and  differ¬ 
ent  altar  was  placed  in  the  court,  without  the  tabernacle  for  burnt  offer¬ 
ings.  The  antitype  of  these  burnt  offerings  appeared,  when  Christ 
offered  himself  on  earth,  once  for  all,  for  the  sins  of  the  world.  This 
subsequent  intercession  is  represented  as  performed  in  the  court  of 
heaven,  where  he  appears  in  the  presence  of  God  for  us,  and  ever 
lives  to  intercede.  And  one  design  of  this  intercession  of  Christ  ia 
clearly  exhibited  in  the  figure  of  the  incense  noted. 
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The  incense  in  Israel  was  a  precious  and  most  fragrant  mixture  of 
sweet  spices,  Stacte,  Onycha,  Galbanum,  and  pure  Frankincense,  most 
finely  beaten  together.  This  composition  might  not  be  made  for  any 
other  use,  upon  pain  of  death.  And  no  strange  incense  might  be  offer¬ 
ed  in  its  stead.  Here  we  learn,  that  no  reliance  may  be  made  on  any 
thing  but  the  pure,  gracious  intercession  of  Christ,  upon  pain  of  eternal 
death.* 

This  incense  was  thus  to  be  offered,  morning  and  evening  constant¬ 
ly,  through  all  the  ages  of  the  commonwealth  of  Israel ;  because  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  were  peculiarly  the  seasons,  when  prayers  and  in¬ 
tercessions  should  ascend  to  heaven  from  all  the  people  of  God.  We 
accordingly  read,  Luke  i.  9,  10.  “.According  to  the  custom  of  the 
priest’s  office,  his  (Zachariah’s)  lot  was  to  burn  incense  when  he  went 
into  the  temple  of  God.  And  the  whole  multitude  of  the  people 
were  praying  without  at  the  time  of  the  incense.”  The  perfume  of  this 
incense  was,  as  it  were,  to  mingle  with  the  prayers  of  the  saints,  to  rep¬ 
resent  the  intercession  of  Christ,  through  whom  alone  our  best  devo¬ 
tions  can  find  acceptance  with  God. 

From  this  view  of  the  morning  and  evening  incense ^  two  considerations 
are  furnished  ;  viz.  Morning  and  evening  prayers  are  the  duty  of  the 
children  of  God.  And  all  prayers  are  to  he  addressed  to  God  by  faith  in 
the  intercession  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

God  in  his  word  demands  of  us  continual  plrayer.  “  Pray  without 
ceasing.”  “  Continue  instant  in  prayer.”  “  Praying  always  with  all 
prayer  and  supplication  in  the  spirit.”  But  this  cannot  mean,  that 
men  should  be  always  in  the  external  attitude  of  devotion.  For  God 
says  also,  “  Six  days  shalt  thou  labor,  and  do  all  thy  work.”  “  Seest 
thou  a  man  diligent  in  his  business,  he  shall  stand  before  kings.”  God 
everywhere  demands  diligence  in  the  performance  of  the  common 
business  of  life.  And  his  demands  never  interfere  with  each  other. 
Christians  are  required  to  maintain,  continually,  a  praying  spirit.  They 
have  learned  the  benefit  and  pleasure  of  abundant  ejaculatory  prayers, 
as  they  are  engaged  in  their  daily  business  of  lite.  But  this  does  not 
amount  to  the  duty,  which  it  is  mjt  present  object  to  ascertain. 

Some  persons  on  being  asked,  whether  they  maintain  family  prayer, 
have  replied  to  this  effect,  ‘  I  have  no  talent  for  family  prayer.  But 
1  pray  continually/  Such  persons  evidently  mistake  Balaam’s  wish^ 
“  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous  ;  and  let  my  last  end  be  like 
his”  for  continue  prayer.  They  may  be  safely  assured,  that  doubt¬ 
less,  their  fancied  continual  prayers  never  yet  rose  with  acceptance 
before  a  holy  God  !  And  happy  will  it  be,  for  such,  if  they  are  not 
found,  at  last,  continual  neglecters  of  prayer,  and  of  the  great  salva¬ 
tion.  '  I 

There  are  others,  who  content  themselves,  on  the  subject  of  family 
prayer,  with  the  objection,  that  they  find  no  express  command  for  this 
duty.  It  is  a  very  convenient  thing  for  persons  of  lax  sentiments  to 
plead,  concerning  plain  duties  which  they  neglect,  that  they  find  no 
express  command  for  those  duties  ;  mesufing,  that  they  do  not  find  those 
duties  stated,  in  precisely  so  many  words. 

It  is  presumed,  the  writer  does  not  mean,  that  we  are  not  to  rely  on  the  atone¬ 
ment  of  Christ ;  or  that  the  intercession  of  Christ  is  that,  exclusively^  which  con¬ 
stitutes  atonement ;  but  rather,  that  we  are  to  have  no  reliance  on  the  interces¬ 
sion  of  2By  other.  Ed. 
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I  Let  such  and  all  others,  who  console  themselves  in  the  neglect  of 
family  prayer,  from  the  conceit,  that  it  is  not  expressly  demanded,  con¬ 
sider  the  following  things. '  When  God  speaks  to  the  ear  of  ipan’s  rea¬ 
son,  it  is  sufficient ;  though  he  express  not  a  sentiment  in  so  many 
words.  Let  him  who  came  to  bear  witness  to  the  truth  decide  this. 
He  assured  the  Sadducees,  who  denied  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrec- 
i  tion,  ^see  Luke,  xx.  37,  38  ;  Mark,xii.  24 — 27.)  that  they  erred,  not 
e  knowing  the  scriptures,”  in  that  they  had  not  learned  from  the  words 
of  God  to  Moses  at  the  bush,  (I  am  the  God  of  Abraham,  and  the  God 
^  of  Isaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob,”)  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  of  the  res¬ 
urrection.  But  these  words  are  so  far  from  expressly  containing  this 
doctrine,  that  considerable  reasoning  is  requisite  to  find  it  there  impli¬ 
ed.  Yet  it  is  there  implied.  Our  Lord  su^ests  how  they  should 
commence  tHeir  reasoning  :  “  God  is  not  the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of 
3:  the  living.”  And  he  reproved  them  for  not  inferring  from  these  words 
j  that  doctrine  clearly  involved  ;  and  assured  them  they  ‘‘  erred,  not 
knowing  the  scriptures.”  But  the  duty  of  family  prayer  is  more  clear¬ 
ly  involved  in  many  scripture  promises,  than  the  doctrine  of  the  resur-. 
rection  is  in  these  words  to  Moses  at  the  bush.  Hence,  those  who  de- 
.  ny  the  duty  may  be  said  to  “  err,  not  knowing  the  scriptures.” 

The  change  of  the  Sabbath,  from  the  seventh  to  the  first  day  of  the 
w'eek,  is  another  instance  of  this  kind  of  scripture  proof.  The  prac¬ 
tice  of  all  the  churches,  for  about  eighteen  centuries,  testifies,  that  the 
evidence  for  the  change  of  the  Sabbath  is  sufficient.  Yet  it  is  no  where 
expressed  in  so  many  words.  And  we  may  be  confident,  that  the  duty 
of  morning  and  evening  family  prayer  is  not  less  clearly  involved  in 
scripture  promises,  than  is  the  change  of  the  Sabbath.  The  direction 
;  of  Christ,  “  When  thou  prayest  enter  into  thy  closet,”  has  often  been 
adduced  to  disprove  the  necessity  of  family  prayer.  But  it  does  not 
disprove  it.  The  Saviour  was  exposing  the  hypocrisy  of  the  ostenta¬ 
tious  prayers  of  the  Pharisees  in  the  corners  of  the  streets.  See  Matt, 
ri.  6, 6.  He  w  ould  caution  his  disciples  against  such  pharisaical  pray- 
!  crs  ;  and  hence  says,  “  When  thou  prayest,  enter  into  thy  closest.” 
But  this  was  manifestly  a  direction  relative  to  their  personal  devotions. 
It  was  the  personanl  devotions  of  the  Pharisees  he  was  exposing. 
Hence  the  devotions  of  his  disciples,  the  external  manner  of  which 
he  would  have  form  a  contrast  with  those  prayers  at  the  corners  of  the 
streets,  he  directs  to  be  in  the  closet,  out  of  sight  of  the  world.  But 
this  has  no  allusion  to  morning  and  evening  family  devotions,, any  more 
^  than  it  has  to  the  ejaculatory  prayers,  which  are  always  demanded  of 
^  Christians.  And  as  well  might  this  direction  of  Christ  be  adduced 
against  the  duty  of  ejaculatory  prayer,  and  also  against  the  duty  of  all 
public  devotions,  as  against  the  duty  of  family  prayer.  This  is  only  one 
method  of  perverting  the  word  of  God. 

Relative  to  the  duty  of  family  prayer,  consider  that  the  design  of  the 
incense,' which  has  been  noted,  was  to  perfume  the  prayers  of  the 
I  saints.  But  God  commanded  that  the  time  of  its  bemg  offered  should 
i  be  morning  and  evening.  Surely  then^  morning  and  evening  were  the 
,  peculiar  seasons  for  the  devotions  of  the  saints.  This  conclusion  is  in- 
>  evitable.  Closet  prayers  ought  then  to  be  offered.  These,  by  God’s 
\  own  decision,  are  the  special  seasons  for  prayer.  The  example  of 
c  Joshua  affords  an  argument,  that  family  social  prayers  ought  to  occu^ 
I  Py  ^  pl^ce  in  our  morning  and  evening  devotions :  As  for  mo  and  my 
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house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord.”  His  resolution  involves  his  family^ 
whether  children  or  servants,  with  himself.  They,  as  a  household, 
should  serve  the  Lord.  This  certainly  must  involve  family  prayer. 
And>as  Joshua  well  knew  the  order  and  the  implication  of  the  morning 
and  evening  incense,  and  knew  they  were  the  special  seasons  for 
prayer,  his  resolution  most  clearly  implies,  that  he  would  support  fam¬ 
ily  worship,  morning  and  evening. 

The  example  of  Daniel,  also,  affords  us  strong  evidence  of  the  same 
duty.  In  his  depressed  state,  distant  from  the  Zion  of  God,  he  would 
pray  in  his  house,  three  times  a  day.  The  impious  decree  was  enac¬ 
ted  against  him,  that  for  thirty  days  he  should  not  pray  to  his  God, 
on  pain  of  death.  Dan.  vi.  10.  “And  when  Daniel  knew  that  the 
writing  was  signed,  he  went  into  his  house,  and  his  windows  being 
open  in  his  chamber  towards  Jerusalem,  he  kneeled  down  upon  his 
knees  three  times  a  day,  and  prayed  and  gave  thanks  before  his  God 
as  he  did  afore  time.  These  were  not  secret  but  family  prayers.  Had 
they  been  secret  prayers  in  his  closet,  he  might  have  escaped  the  ma¬ 
licious  vigilance  of  his  enemies  ;  and  avoided  the  penalty  of  the  law. 


Hypocrites  probably  would  have  done  this  ;  and  might  have  found  ma¬ 
ny  plausible  things  to  offer  in  favor  of  it.  But  so  did  not  Daniel.  As  | 
he  had  “  aforetime daily  and  statedly,  offered  acceptable  prayers  in  ' 
his  house  ;  so  he  would  continue  to  do,  even  under  the  capital  inter-  ] 


{bction.  And  knowing  the  order  and  design  of  the  morning  and  eve¬ 
ning  incense,  we  infer  that  two  of  the  audible  devotions  of  the  pious 
Daniel  were  at  these  periods.  Let  himself  decide  this.  He  informs 
us  that  the  angel  Gabriel  was  made  to  fly  swiftly,  and  touch  him,  and  to 
deliver  a  glorious  message,  “about  the  time  of  the  evening  oblation.'*'* 

Some  may  say,  was  not  Daniel  in  this  too  precise  ?  We  answer.  No 
God  wrought  a  miracle,  shut  the  lions’  mouths,  and  brought  Daniel  un¬ 
injured  from  their  den,  to  vindicate  his  preciseness. 

The  morning  and  evening  sacrifices  of  old  decide  in  favor  of  this 
duty.  The  patriarchs  would  not  live  without  their  family  altar.  The 
continual  morning  and  evening  sacrifice  was  by  God’s  express  order. 
See  Exod.  xxix.  38,  39,  and  1  Chron.  xvi.  40.  And  every  pious  well 
regulated  family  w  ill  have  its  family  altar.  David  says,  “  In  the  morn¬ 
ing  shall  my  prayer  prevent  thee.”  “  My  voice  shaft  thou  hear  in  the 
morning,  O  Lord  ;  in  the  morning  will  I  direct  my  prayer  unto  thee, 
and  will  look  up.”  And  lest  any  should  say,  these  prayers  in  his  house 
were  only  secret  prayers,  he  says  ;  “  Evening,  and  morning,  and  noon 
will  I  pray  and'  cry  aloud.'*'*  This,  together  with  his  resolution,  “I 
will  walk  within  my  house  with  a  perfect  heart,  and  saying,  “Let  my 
prayer  be  set  forth  before  thee  as  incenscy  and  the  lifting  up  of  my 
hands  as  the  evening  sacrifice clearly  implies  his  stated  morning  and 
evening  family  devotions.  The  Holy  Ghost  by  the  wise  man  enjoins, 
“  In  the  miorning  sow  thy  seed  ;  and  in  the  evening  withhold  not  thy 
hand.”  What  is  the  most  important  daily  sowing  of  our  eternal  har¬ 
vest  ?  Surely  our  daily  pious  family  devotions.  This  harvest  is  to  be 
Sown  morning  and  evening.  Every  view  of  the  subject,  either  in  the 
light  of  the  theology  of  nature,  or  of  revelation,  evinces  the  duty  of 
morning  and  evening  family  prayers..  Children  are  to  be  trained  up 
“in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.”  But  this  cannot  be  done, 
without  family  prayer.  God  commands  parents  “  diligently  to  teach 
the  thin^'of  his  salvation^  to  their  children^  when  they  lie  down  ;  and 
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when  they  rise  up.”  But  destitute  of  family  prayer  at  these  seasons, 
this  will  never  be  done.  People  have  their  family  necessities  to  pray 
for ;  and  their  family  mercies  for  which  to  give  thanks.  And  Chris¬ 
tians  do  not  pray,  with  all  prayer  and  supplication^  if  family  prayer  is 
neglected. 

God  often  notes  parents  and  children  as  in  some  important  sense 
one ;  which  enforces  the  duty  under  consideration.  The  gracious  en¬ 
tail  of  the  covenant  illustrates  this  argument.  It  is  also  enforced  by  nu¬ 
merous  passages  of  scripture  of  the  following  tenor  :  “  To  be  a  God 

to  thee,  and  to  thy  seed  after  thee.”  “  I  will  pour  out  my  Spirit  on 
thy  seed,  and  my  blessing  on  thine  offspring.”  “  They  are  the  seed  of 
the  blessed  of  the  Lord  ;  and  their  offspring  with  them.”  “  Else  were 
your  children  unclean ;  but  now  are  they  holy.”  “  Believe  on  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved,  and  thine  house.”  The 
class  of  scriptures  of  this  tenor  forcibly  decide  in  favor  of  the  Chris¬ 
tianas  morning  and  evening  family, devotions.  And  let  the  following 
awful  denunciation  silence  every  soul  who  dares  to  oppose  :  Jer.  x. 
25.  “  Pour  out  thy  fury  upon  the  heathen,  and  upon  the  families  that 
call  not  on  thy  name.^^  Here  prayerless  families  are  ranked  with  hea¬ 
thens  ;  and  with  them  exposed  to  the  divine  fury. 

But  all  prayers  are  to  be  addressed  to  God  by  faith  in  the  interces¬ 
sion  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

This  we  have  seen  to  be  most  forcibly  enjoined  in  the  divine  order, 
that  incense  should  be  offered  with  the  morning  and  evening  prayers  ; 
and  in  the  bright  illustration  of  it,  in  the  passage  from  the  Revelation. 
Blessed  be  God,  we,  vile  sinners,  have  a  High  Priest  in  heaven,  who 
has  atoned,  and  ever  lives  to  intercede.  Every  act  of  devotion  is  to 
be  performed,  resting  on  the  perfume  of  that  incense,  which  is  of  in¬ 
finite  avail.  A  God  of  inflexible  holiness  and  inflexible  justice  can 
never  receive  rebels  like  us,  in  any  other  way.  Such  are  the  divine 
purity  and  majesty,  that  one  sin  sealed  apostate  angels  in  eternal 
death.  One  sin  of  Adam  destroyed  the  moral  image  of  God  in  the 
human  soul ;  turned  man  out  of  paradise  ;  and  cursed  the  world.  No 
salvation  could  be  tendered  to  man,  but  on  the  ground  of  an  infinite  at¬ 
onement  ;  a  satisfaction  made  by  him,  who  is  “  God  manifest  in  the 
flesh.”  When  he  had  taken  the  place  of  the  sinner,  he  could  not  be 
spared  from  the  sword  of  justice.  And  all  who  reject  him  must  suf¬ 
fer  the  second  death.  Here  then  are  terrors  of  the  Almighty  against 
.sin  I  The  flashing  disk  of  the  clearest  sun  is  but  a  feeble  emblem  of  his 
justice.  “  Our  God  is  a  consuming  fire.”  He  is  worthy  of  perfect  / 
love  and  obedience ;  and  he  abhors  all  sin.  Never  then  can  he  al¬ 
low  fallen  creatures  on  earth  to  approach  him  in  their  own  name. 
God  must  and  will  maintain  his  dignity. 

The  best  saint,  though  he  is  truly  sanctified,  is  yet  imperfect.  The 
man  that  boasts  that  he  is  perfect,  we  have  reason  to  fear,  belongs  to 
that  generation,  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and  yet  are  not 
wj^hed  from  their  filthiness.”  Such  are  not  convinced  of  sin.  Souls 
who  are  convinced  of  sin  feel  their  inexpressible  vileness  before  an  ho¬ 
ly  God.  “  Woe  is  me,  for  I  am  undone.”  “  O  wretched  man  that  I 
am.”  “  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner.”  Such  are  prepared  ;to 
thank  God*  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  They  can  rejoice  in  his 
atoning  grace  and  interceding  love.  They  feel  that  his  incense  alone 
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must  perfume  their  prayers  and  their  best  services,  to  render  them  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  God.  They  rejoice  that  “  if  any  man  sin,  we  have  an  ad¬ 
vocate  with  the  Father.”  They  rejoice  that  they  may  now  come  bold¬ 
ly  to  the  thrane  of  grace  to  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time 
of  need.  Philos. 


ON  llARMLESSNESS. 

Nothing  is  more  common,  than  for  mankind  to  entertain  grossly  de¬ 
fective  opinions  of  the  extent'of  their  duty.  Bent  on  securing  to  them¬ 
selves  the  utmost  licence,  and  eager  to  shun  the  disquietude  of  fear 
and  the  compunctions  of  remorse,  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  that  they 
should  establish  very  rigid  rules  of  conduct.  To  the  lawless  spirit  of 
the  human  mind,  to  the  wayward  passions  of  the  human  heart,  we  may 
safely  attribute  the  lax  principles  of  morality  and  religion,  which  are 
current  in  the  world.  Among  these  may  deservedly  be  ranked  the  no¬ 
tion,  which  no  small  number  seem  to  adopt,  that,  if  they  are  inoffensive, 
although  few,  or  none  be  rendered,  by  their  influence  and  efforts  eith¬ 
er  wiser,  or  better,  or  happier,  they  are  scarcely,  if  at  all,  liable  to  cen¬ 
sure.  It  seems,  in  the  estimation  of  not  a  few,  to  be  no  trivial  attain-- 
ment  to  do  no  harm.  Beyond  that  point,  they  feel  themselves  under 
no  necessity  of  proceeding.  If  their  possessions,  and  endowments,  and 
acquisitions  are  not  made  the  instruments  of  mischief  to  those  around 
them,  they  consider  themselves  as  hardly  chargeable  with  guilt,  al¬ 
though  the  whole  be  exclusively  employed  as  the  means  of  individual 
emolument,  and  of  solitary  and  selfish  gratification. — But,  upon  this 
subject,  scripture,  as  well  as  reason,  establishes  a  diflerent  standard  of 
belief,  and  prescribes  a  diflerent  course  of  practice.  The  word  of 
God  distinctly  teaches  us,  that  we  were  not  called  into  being,  endowed 
with  capacities,  and  entrusted  with  various  and  ample  means,  of  pro¬ 
moting  the  glory  of  God,  of  subserving  the  welfare  of  others,  and  of  se¬ 
curing  and  advancing  our  own  holiness  and  happiness,  and  placed  in  a 
world,  where  fresh  and  urgent  occasions  are  continually  occurring  to 
call,  into  exercise  and  employment,  all  our  powers  and  possessions  ; — 
it  teaches  us,  that  we  were  not  created,  thus  nobly  gifted,  and  placed 
in  a  world  like  this,  merely  to  lounge  away  life  in  shapeless”  and  un¬ 
profitable  “  idleness,”  or  to  waste  our  time  and  squander  the  blessings 
of  an  indulgent  Providence  in  the  enjoyment  of  vain  amusements,  or 
the  pursuit  of  fleeting  and  frivolous  pleasures.  We  are  bound,  solemn¬ 
ly  bound,  to  be  assiduously  and  laboriously  active,  and  active  in  effect¬ 
ing  those  great  purposes,  for  which  God  gave  us  being,  and  which  he 
has  qualified  us  to  accomplish.  *  To  him  we  are  amenable  for  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  the  talents,  with  which  we  are  endowed,  and  of  the  bles¬ 
sings,  which  have  been  conferred  upon  us.  We  are  the  servants,  to 
'  whom  Christ,  the  Lord  of  all,  entrusts  his  property,  and  to  whom  he 
says.  Occupy^  till  I  come.  These  are  the  terms,  on  which  we  receive 
~  "every  favor.  This  is  the  charter,  .by  which  we  hold  every  bles- 

sing.; 

^  It  is  a  delusion,  and,  if  adhered  to,  must  prove  a  fatal  delusion,  to  im¬ 
agine,  that  to  be  inoffensive  is  enough  to  fulfil  the  claims  of  duty, 
enough  to  ward  off  guilt  and  ruin,  and  to  ensure  safety  and  happi« 
ness. 
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(There  are,  strictly  speaking,  no  individuals,  who  may  justly  be  de¬ 
nominated  harmless  characters,  no  individuals,  who  occupy  a  neutral 
1  region  between  the  dominions  of  holiness  and  the  territories  of  sin,  no 
individuals,  who  maintain  an  intermediate  station  between  an  adherence 
to  religion  and  a  subjection  to  guilt,  no  individuals,  finally,  who  are  nei- 
I  ther  the  friends  and  servants  of  God,  nor  the  dupes  and  votaries  ofini- 
T'  quity.  There  are,  indeed,  many  individuals,  who  derive  strong  conso- 
lation,  and  elevated  and  confident  hopes  from  the  idle  and  fallacious  o- 
pinion,  which  they  have  adopted,  that  they  have  done  no  mischief. 
When  told  of  the  certain  ruin  of  the  ungodly,  when  pointed  to  that  ter- 
^  rible  retribution,  which  is  coming  upon  all,  who  are  strangers  to  religion, 
they  at  once  lull  apprehension  asleep  by  replying,  that  this  fearful 
doom  cannot  be  theirs  ;  that  so  awful  a  destiny  they  do  not  merit ;  for, 

^  they  never  injured  any-hody^  they  have  never  done  any  harm. 

I  Were  the  allegation  well  founded,  this  were,  indeed,  far  better  than 
to  have  spread  pollution  and  misery  around  them,  and  to  have  been  nui¬ 
sances  to  society  and  curses  to  all  those,  within  the  sphere  of  their  ac¬ 
quaintance  and  intercourse.  The  sinner,  who  sinks  in  ruin,  loaded  with 
the  least  degree  of  guilt,  will  receive  the  mildest  doom,  and  experience 
the  lightest  share  of  anguish.  He,  on  the  other  hand,  who  has  added 
enormity  to  enormity,  and  piled  offence  upon  offence,  who  has  been 
the  patron  of  iniquity,  and  made  it  his  delight  and  his  business  to  diffuse 
licentiousness  of  principle  and  profligacy  of  life,  and  who,  leagued  with 
hell  to  work  their  ruin,  has,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  tempted  and 
seduced  and  destroyed  his  fellow-men,  will  meet,  from  the  stem  aven¬ 
ger  of  human  guilt,  a  fate  exactly  proportioned  to  the  extent  of  his  de¬ 
merit,  a  reward  altogether  adequate  to  that  monstrous  measure  of  sin, 
j  with  which  he  has  burthened  his  soul. 

i  Still,  however,  the  opinion,  that  to  have  led  an  inoffensive  and  harm¬ 
less  life,  will  exempt  from  final  condemnation  and  save  from  ruin,  is  a 
delusion,  and  a  delusion,  which  has  kept,  it  is  to  be  suspected,  multi¬ 
tudes  in  fatal  security.  They  could  not  see  their  course  marked  with 
the  ebullitions  of  the  dark  and  direful  passions  of  the  human  heart,  and 
*  their  lives  clouded  with  the  perpetration  of  gross  and  appalling  crimes. 
They  have,  therefore,  been  inclined  to  look  upon  the  tenor  of  their 
conduct  as  rising  at  least  to  the  rank  of  innocence,  and,  instead  of  sur¬ 
veying  it  with  remorse  and  alarm,  they  have  been  able  to  contemplate 
it  with  no  little  composure  and  self-complacency. 

There  are  many,  who  are  startled  at  overt  transgressions,  at  posi- 
?  tive  and  gross  enormities,  who  seem  to  experience  little  remorse,  or 
apprehension  simply  from  omissions,  merely  from  the  disregard  of 
the  claims  of  duty.  From  open  irreligion,  and  profaneness  they  shrink 
back  with  terror  ;  while  from  the  neglect  of  every  expression  of  piety, 
and  of  every  form  and  act  of  devotion,  they  suffer,  if-any,  but  slight 
^  and  occasional  uneasiness.  From  the  bold  and  impious  denunciation 
of  Christianity,  as  false  and  worthless,  they  would,  with  the  highest 
/  solicitude,  refrain.  At  the  thought  of  such  extreme  and  daring  guilt, 
their  hea^  would  tremble.  Their  conscience  would  take  the  alarm, 

1  and  their  feelings  would  revolt.  This  religion,  however,  whose  au¬ 
thority  they  seem  so  much. to  reverence,  and  whose  value  they  would 
be  thought  so  highly  to  estimate,  they  disregard.  To  its  invitations 
they  turn  a  deaf  ear,  its  offers  they  slight  and  the  various  duties,  which 
it  prescribes  they  forbear  to  discharge.  There  are  many,  a  very  large 
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portion  of  whose  guilt  is  made  up  of  deficiencies,  and  neglects,  and 
omissions.  These  not  striking  the  mind  with  force  as  foully  criminal, 
and  not  occasioning  a  high  sense  of  danger,  conscience  is  not  roused, 
the  self-complacency  of  their  minds  is  not  destroyed,  or  enfeebled, 
nor  are  their  fears  excited.  They  often  look  upon  themselves  as  well- 
nigh,  if  not  absolutely  innocent,  and,  therefore,  they  indulge  a  fond 
persuasion,  that  they  cannot  be  so  guilty,  that  they  deserve  to  sink  in 
perdition,  and  that  odious  injustice  only  could  doom  them  to  future 
wretchedness. 

But,  far  different  is  the  doctrine,  which  the  sacred  scriptures  advance* 
Widely  remote  from  notions,  like  these,  are  the  principles  which  the 
word  of  God  establishes.  Omissions  are  there  brought  forward  as  sins. 
Deficiencies  are  there  exhibited  as  wearing  the  plainest  and  mostmar^ 
ked  features  of  guilt. 

In  the  process  of  the  final  judgment,  as  it  is  distinctly,  and  solemnly 
described  by  the  Saviour  himself,  omissions  are  brought  forward,  and 
omissions  simply  are  brought  forward,  against  those,  who  are  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  God’s  abhorrence,  as  the  ground  of  their  condemnation.  On 
account  of  neglects  and  deficiencies  only,  they  are  sentenced  to  an  ev¬ 
erlasting  banishment  from  his  presence,  and  to  an  utter  and  endless  ex¬ 
clusion  from  the  joys  of  his  kingdom.  Depart  from  me,  ye  cursed^  into 
everlasting  Jire^  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels.  What  heaven¬ 
daring  atrocities  call  forth  a  doom  so  appalling  and  tremendous,  a 
doom,  at  which  the  stoutest  heart  must  melt,  and  hope  and  happiness 
wither  and  expire  forever  ?  You  shall  hear.  For  I  was  an  hungered, 
and  ye  gave  me  no  meat :  I  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  no  drink  ;  I  was  a 
stranger,  and  ye  took  me  not  in ;  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me  not ;  sick  and  in 
prison  and  ye  visited  me  not.  The  language  of  holy  writ  is.  To  him,  that 
knoweth  to  do  good,  and  doeth  it  not  to  him  it  is  sin.  And  not  to  know 
what  is  the  will  of  heaven,  what  is  the  dictate  of  duty,  because  we  are 
too  heedless  of  right  and  wrong,  or  too  indolent,  ever  to  inquire,  when 
the  means  of  ample  and  correct  information  lie  immediately  before  us, 
and  are  scattered,  in  profusion,  on  every  side,  or  because,  from  our 
unhallowed  passions,  our  guilty  purposes,  and  our  profligate  habits,  we 
choose  to  remain  wrapped  up  in  darkness,  that  we  may  sin  with  lest 
opposition,  and  reluctance,  and  pain,  that  we  may  sin  without  remorse, 
and  anxiety,  is  ignorance  of  so  offensive  and  culpable  a  character,  that 
it  cannot  rescue  us  from  perdition.  It  must  leave  us  to  meet  the  fate 
of  the  rebellious  servant,  who  knew  his  Lord’s  will,  and  committed  of¬ 
fences  worthy  of  stripes,  and  was  adjudged  to  be  beaten  with  many 
stripes.  For,  narrow  is  the  separation  between  knowing,  and  having 
it  completely  in  our  power  to  ibiow.  W e  are  expressly  commanded 
not  only  to  abhor  that,  which  is  evil,  but  also  to  cleave  to  that,  which  is 
good.  We  are  directed  to  cease  to  do  evil ;  but  this  is  not  all,  which  is 
enjoined.  We  are  commanded,  by  the  same  sacred  authority,  to  learn 
to  do  well.  The  divine  law  is  not  merely  a  code  of  prohibitions.  It  as 
strongly  requires  virtue,  as  it  forbids  vice.  It  as  absolutely  enjoins  ho¬ 
liness,  as  it  prohibits  sin.  According  to  the  explanation  of  an  infalli¬ 
ble  expositor,  the  command.  Thou  shall  have  no  other  God  before  me, 
renders  it  our  solemn  and  indispensable  duty  to  love  the  Lord  our  God 
supremely,  to  love  him  with  all  the  heart,  and  soul,  and  mind,  and 
strength  ;  and  the  injunctions,  which  forbid  trespasses  upon  the  rights, 
and  injuries  to  the  happiness  of  our  fellow-men,  demand  pure,  and 
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warm*,  and  efficient  benevolence.  And,  how  can  it  but  be  criminal,  and 
criminal  to  an  awful  extent,  and  dangerous  in  the  same  high  degree, 
in  which  it  is  criminal,  to  leave,  buried  in  forgetfulness  and  neglect,  the 
sacred  duties,"  which  we  owe  to  the  God  that  formed,  and  preserves, 
and  blesses  us,  whose  we  are,  and  whom  we  are  bound  to  serve  ;  to 
the  Saviour,  who  died  to  redeem  us  ;  to  mankind,  to  whom  the  ties  of 
a  common  nature  bind  us  ;  and  to  our  own  souls,  whose  welfare 
are  required  highly  to  prize,  and  whose  highest  interests,  we  are 
gated  earnestly  to  pursue  ?  ' 

Omissions,  then,  are  not  innocent  and  harmless.  They  are  exhibit¬ 
ed  as  sins  in  the  sacred  volume.  They  are  registered,  as  sins,  in  the 
book  of  God’s  remembrance,  and  finally,  they  will,  at  last,  in  the  awful 
solemnities  of  the  judgment,,  be  produced  as  sins,  against  those,  on 
whom  they  are  charg-eable,  and  they  will  concur,  with  their  other 
guilt,  in  ensuring  their  condemnation  and  their  ruin. 

Of  whom  is  the  barren  fig-tree  an  emblem  ?  Of  the  characters  and 
lives  of  what  class  of  mankind  does  it  present  a  just  and  lively  picture? 
Surely  no  eye  can  be  so  blinded,  no  sight  so  jaundiced,  as  not,  at  once, 
to  perceive  that  it  is  the  exact  and  faithful  representative  of  those, 
who  have,  as  they  think  and  boast,  done  no  harm,  and  who  rely  for  an 
interest  in  the  divine  favor,  on  the  opinion,  which  they  have  imbibed, 
that  no  one  is  the  worse  for  them,  that  they  have  not  been,  at  all,  nox¬ 
ious  to  the  world.  The  barren  fig-tree,  could  it  have  spoken  in  its 
own  defence,  might  with  equal  truth  have  alleged,  that  it  had  done  no 
harm.  It  had  been  simply  useless.  It  had  merely  occupied  a  space, 
which  might  have  been  more  advantageously  filled.  It  had  only  taken 
up  that  spot,  in  which  a  productive  tree  might  have  stood.  It  had  not, 
like  the  fabled  Upiis,  spread  sterility  and  death  around  it.  It  had  not 
been  a  baleful  plant,  poisoning  every  better  production  near  it,  wither¬ 
ing  its  growth,  despoiling  it  of  its  loveliness,  and  blasting  its  fruits  But 
how  is  the  barren  fig-tree  regarded  by  its  owner  ?  Is  cumbering  the 
ground  esteemed  entirely  harmless  ?  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  deemed 
a  fault  of  the  most  offensive  character,  and  calls  forth  the  fearful  sen¬ 
tence,  Cut  it  down.  A  reprieve  is  indeed,  in  mercy,  granted,  and  an 
additional  period,  in  which  it  may  yield  fruit,  is  graciously  allowed. 
But  its  doom,  unless  it  changes  its  character,  is  unaltered.  If  unpro¬ 
ductive  still,  it  must  fall,  and  fall  unpitied  and  abhorred.  Look  at  the 
barren  fig-tree,  ye,  who  exult  in  the  belief  of  your  harmlessness,  be¬ 
hold  an  image  of  yourselves,  and  tremble. 

HoWy  exclaims  the  apostle,  shall  we  escape y  if  we  neglect  so  great 
salvation  ?  His  enquiry  is  not.  How  shall  we  escape,  if  we  vilify,  de¬ 
ride,  and  scorn  so  great  salvation  ?  He  simply  asks.  How  shall  we  es¬ 
cape,  if  we  neglect  ?  It  is  not  necessary,  then,  in  order  to  our  undoing, 
that  we  become  infidels  and'  blasphemers.  It  is  not  requisite,  that 
we  may  sink  ourselves  in  hell,  that  we  pronounce  the  gospel  of 
Christ  a  fable,  that  we  ridicule  its  author,  that  we  inveigh  against  its 
truths,  or  that  we  treat,  with  contumely  and  abuse,  its  duties  and  its 
friends.  Carelessness,  indifference  and  neglect  will  effectually  and  in¬ 
fallibly  accomplish  that  most  sad  and  deplorable  of  all  achievements, 
the  perdition  of  our  souls.  It  is  not  needful,  in  order  that  we  may 
perish,  that  we  become  profligate  and  debauched,  fraudulent  and  in¬ 
jurious.  The  disregard  of  moral,  and  social,  and  religious  duties,, 
though  it  proceed  no  further,  than  bare  neglect,’ will  assuredly  cut  us 
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On  Harmlessness* 


ofif  from  the  favor  of  God,  and  from  the  attainment  of  heavenly 
We  may  be  sober,  honest  and  industrious,  and,  in  our  general  deport¬ 
ment,  so  correct  and  exemplary,  that  the  world  may  loudly  applaud  us, 
as  amiable,  and  excellent,  and  almost  faultless  characters,  and  still,  on 
account  of  our  disregard  of  God,  our  ignorance  and  neglect  of  reli¬ 
gion,  and  the  entire  absence  of  a  pious  and  devotional  temper,  we  be 
finally  shut  out  of  heaven,  as  unholy,  as  unfit' 'for  that  pure  region, 
sl^ce,  alike  unqualified  to  unite  in  its  services  and  unprepared  to  parti¬ 
cipate  in  its  joys. 

To  be  inoffensive  and  harmless,  is,  then,  not  enough.  Those,  who 
may  warrantably  claim  this  character,  as  far  as  any  human  being  may 
claim  it,  may  be  deeply  guilty  and  in  fearful  danger  ;  guilty,  because 
they  forget  and  flight  a  large  portion  of  those  duties,  which  they  are 
most  solemnly  bound  to  discharge,  and  in  danger,  because  such  com¬ 
plicated  and  enormous  guilt  rests  upon  their  soiils. 

In  what  terms,  and  in  what  spirit,  did  his  Lord  address  the  servant,  to 
whom  the  one  talent  had  been  committed  ?  Is  his  language  that  of 
approbation,  or  indulgence,  and  his  temper  that  of  kindness  and  affec¬ 
tion  ?  He  adopts  the  tone  of  severe  condemnation,  and  assumes ‘the  as¬ 
pect  of  stern  displeasure.  Thou  wicked  servant^  Thou  wicked  and 
slothful  servant^  is  the  language,  in  which  he  is  addressed. — Why  are 
Epithets  so  odious  and  abasing  lavished  upon  him  ?  Why  is  he  addres¬ 
sed  in  terms,  so  austere,  and  in  a  spirit,  so  indignant  and  alarming  ? 
What  is  the  precise  nature  of  that  guilt,  which  he  had  contracted  ? 
What  are  the  actual  features  and  the  true  complexion  of  that  iniquity, 
with  which  he  stood  chargeable  ?  Had  he  expended  his  Lord’s  mon¬ 
ey  on  trifles  and  squandered  it  in  folly,  or  had  he  prostituted  it  to  baser 
purposes,  and  wasted  itin  the  perpetration  of  crimes  ?  Had  he  made  it 
•  the  means  of  procuring  the  gratification  of  his  grovelling  appetites,  arid 
of  his  licentious  and  malignant  passions  ?  Had  he  employed  it,  as  the 
instrument  of  diffusing  corruption  and  involving  thousands  of  those 
around  him  in  error,  and  guilt,  and  wretchedness  ?  No  such  thing. 
He  had  barely  neglected  to  use  it  at  all.  He  had  only  hid  it  in  a  napkin. 
He  had  merely  buried  it  in  the  earth.  Still  this  is  the  man,  whom  his 
Lord,  when  he  calls  him  to  a  reckoning,  pronounces  a  wicked  and  sloth¬ 
ful  servant.  This  is  the  man,  against  whom  he  utters  the  terrible  sen- 
-  terice,  •dnd  cast  ye  the  unprofitable  servant  into  ' outer  darkness  :  there 
shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth. 

Beware,  then,  of  being  satisfied  with  yourselves,  because  you  may 
imagine  that  you  have  done  no  harm  ;  because  you  have  been,  in  your 
;general  deportment,  inoffensive,  and,  according  to  the  laws  of  society, 
and,  the  maxims  of  the  world,  virtuous.  With  deep  solicitude,  and 
with  daily  and  faithful  care  inquire,  whether  you  truly  possess  the  spir¬ 
it,  and  whether  you  actually  and  conscientiously  practise  the  duties, 
which  Christianity  requires.  Let  nothing  give  you  peace,  short  of  the 
possession,  in  its  reality  and  excellence,  ef  the  Christian  character,  and 
of  the  exercise,  from  the  heart,  of  the  various  virtues,  which  the  gos- 
^  pel  of  Christ  prescribes.  If  you  sit  down  contented  with  any  thing  be¬ 
low  this,  you  will  sit  down  contented  with  the  sentence  of  condemna¬ 
tion  resting  upon  your  souls  ;  you  will  slumber  on  the  verge  of  ruin, 
and,  fearful  is  the  hazard  that,  when  you  awake,  will  find  yourselves 
precipitated  in  fearful  misery,  to  which  there  is  no  end,  and  from  which 
there  is  no  redemption. 
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Individuals,  who  are,  in  their  general  conduct,  moral  and  harmless, 
but  whose  attainments  proceed  no  further,  than  inoffensiveness,  and 
outward  decorum,  are  often  in  extreme  danger.  They  cherish  erro¬ 
neous  opinions  concerning  their  characters,  and  they  indulge  empty 
and  delusive  hopes  of  their  safety.  They  are  guilty  of  no  enormous 
crimes,  of  no  gross  offences,  of  no  hideous  atrocities,  which  must  rouse 
conscience  to  fulfil  her  office  and  compel  her  to  condemn,  and  upbraid,, 
and  threaten.  Their  tranquillity  is,'  therefore,  unbroken.  They 
dream  only  of  innocence,  and  of  exemption  from  danger,  till,  at  length, 
they  open  their,  eyes  in  eternity,  and  find  themselves  guilty  and  un¬ 
done.. 

Compared  with  the  condition  of  such,  that  of  even  the  vicious  -  and 
abandoned  is  often  hopeful..  They  cannot. deny,  cannot  palliate  their 
guilt.  If  sin  lies  at  the  door  of  any  of  mankind  and  if  any  will  finally 
be  lost,  they  cannot  avoid  admitting,  that  they  are  sinners,  and  that, 
of  the  horrors  of  damnation,  they  are  in  imminent  danger.  Their 
conscience  may  be  touched,  and  caused  to  condemn,  to  reproach 
and  to  warn.  A  conviction  of  guilt,  may  alarm. the  mind,  by  bring¬ 
ing  home  a  persuasion  of  its  exposure  to  divine  vengeance  ;  and  a 
sense  of  guilt,  and  an  apprehension  of  danger  may  prepare,  and  con¬ 
strain  the  soul  to  welcome  with  sincerity  and  joy  the  offers  of  divine 
love,  and  to  have  recourse,  and.cordial  recourse,  to  the  mercy  and  grace 
of  the  gospel. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  plead  for  sin,  or  to  lend  any  encouragement  to 
immorality  and  irreligion.  Sin  is  ever  base  and  odious  ;  and  it  is  with 
the  rankest  presumption,  and  the  most  fearful  peril,  that  we  perpetrate 
it,  under  the  monstrous  .pretence  of  finding  bur  way  through  it  to  holi¬ 
ness  and  heaven.  But,  to  beings  depraved  as  we  are,  danger  lurks  in 
every  quarter.  Decorum  and  regularity  of  conduct,  harmlessness  and 
propriety  of  deportment  frequently  generate  dispositions,  most  offen¬ 
sive  to  God,  and  most  adverse  to  the  spirit  and  demands  of  the  Gospel. 
They  produce  a  haughty  self-esteem,  which  scorns  being  indebted  to 
jich  mercy,  being  dependent  on  grace  totally  free,  for  pardon  and  sal¬ 
vation.  They  nourish  a  fancied  innocence,  so  that  all  the  denuncia¬ 
tions  of  the  scriptures  fail  to  move,  pass  by  unheeded  and  leave  the 
mind  in  a  state  of  listless  security.  Whatever  creates  fallacious  hopes 
and  sustains  groundless  confidence,  is  peculiarly  hazardous,  whether  it 
be  seeming  innocence  of  life,  the  observances  of  superstition,  or  the 
strictness  and  austerity  of  the  sanctimonious.  Hence,  it  often  comes 
to  pass,  that  gross  transgressors  embrace  religion,  while  sinners,  whose 
offences  are  far  less  exorbitant  and  notorious,  remain  estranged  from 
piety  and  salvation.  In  exact  accordance  with  this  sentiment,  is  the 
declaration  of  Christ  to  the  Jewish  chief  priests  and  elders.  Verily  / 
say  unto  youy  The  publicans  and  the  harlots  go  into  the  kingdom  of  God 
before  you.  For^  John  came  unto  you  in  the  way  of  righteousness y  and  ye 
believed'  him  not ;  but  the  publicans  and  the  harlots  believed  him%  Their 
sad,  condition,  their  dark  and  dreary  prospect  arose  from  the  diffif- 
culty  of  destroying  their  self-esteem,  and  causing  them  to  think  and  to 
feel,  that  they  were  guilty  and  undone  ;  while,  upon  the  minds  of  the 
others,  such  a  sense  of  criminality,  and  of  danger  might,  with  comparr 
ative  ease,  be  impressed. 

Beware,  then,  of  being  set  at  rest  with  any  thing,  below  the  sure 
possession  of  the  Christian  character,  the  decided  influence  of  Christian 
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motives,  die  lively  exercise  of  Christian  feelings,  and  the  full,  and  vig¬ 
orous,  and  faithful  performance  of  Christian  duties. 

Those,  who  build  their  hope  upon  the  fact,  that  they  have  not 
been  profligate  and  vicious,  that  they  have  not  been  licentious  and 
profane,  and  that  they  have  not  been  injurious  to  their  acquaintance, 
mischievous  to  society,  and  noxious  to  the  world,  fix  the  basis,  on 
which  they  rgly,  upon  the  sand,  or  even  worse,  on  emptiness.  The 
fabric,  which  they  are  rearing,  however  fair  and  seemingly  substantial, 
will  inevitably  fall,  and  fearful  is  the  hazard,  that  it  will  bury  them 
in  its  ruins.  Let  them  fix  their  eye  upon  the  slothful  servant  and 
shudder  at  the  thought,  that  his  doom  may  be  theirs;  Cast  ye,  the 
unprofitable  servant  into  outer  darkness  :  there  shall  be  weeping  and 
gnashing  of  teeth. 

Justly,  then,  may  all  be  powerfully^urged  to  constant,  scrupulous 
and  vigorous  exertion  in  the  cultivation  and  employment  of  all  their 
powers,  and  in  the  use  of  all  their  advantages.  The  account  which 
you  must  at  last  give  will  be  strict  and  awful.  Many  and  inestimable 
are  your  privileges,  and  aggravated  and  enormous  will  be  your  guilt 
and  singularly  terrible  your  destiny,  if  you  are  found  slothful  servants. 
But  most  glorious  and  blessed  will  be  your  condition,  if,  approaching 
the  Supreme  tribunal  at  the  final  day,  one  and  another  can  humbly  say, 
Lord,  thy  pound  hath  ga  ined  ten  pounds  ;  Lord,  thy  pound  hath  gained 
Jive  pounds ;  and  can  receive  the  eulogium  of  your  judge.  Well  done, 
good  and  faithful  servant :  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord. 

But,  none  need  despmr.  Although  the  reckoning,  to  which  we  shall 
be  summoned,  be  strict  and  alarming,  it  is  not  unjust.  The  slothful 
servant  was  not  condemned,  because  he  had  not  received  a  larger  al¬ 
lotment  of  his  Lord’s  property.  It  w  ill  not  be  the  extent  of  our  tal¬ 
ents,  or  the  number  and  value  of  the  blessings,  'which  have, been  as¬ 
signed  us,  which  will  determine  our  final  sentence.  Use  well  and 
faithfully,  then,  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  witn  your  eye  fixed  on  the 
tremendous  day  of  account,  your  endowment  and  your  advantages,  and 
you  need  not  fear,  be  they  ever  so  few  and  ever  so  inconsiderable. 

I  . 

^Tis  not  the  measure  of  your  powers, 

To  which  th^  eternal  meed  is  giveo,** 
rris  wasted,  or  improved  hours,  . 

5  ■  Which  forfeit,  or  secure  your  heaven.”  Vermont  •Adviser. 


PHILAGATHOS,  No.  I. 

.  ;  >  ‘‘ WAIT  THE  GREAT  TEACHER,  DEATH.”  \ 

I  T 

Mr.  Editor, 

i Many  years  ago,  I  .passed  through  a  scene  which,  at  the  time, 
made  a  deep  impression  on  my  mind,  and  on  which  1  have  frequently  re¬ 
flected  since,  as  illustrative  of  the  idea  that  a  prospect  of  death  has,  in 
many  instances,  a  powerful  influence  in  teaching  truth  on  religious  sub¬ 
jects^  o*  From  the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  men  may  be  given  up  to 
strong  delusions,  to  believe  a  lie  ;  the  conscience  may  become  seared, 
as  with  a  hot  iron  ;  aqd  men  may  die  hoping,  believing,  and  even  /«ar- 
nothing.  my  ,  observation  has  led  me  to  notice  many  cases, 
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where  an  anticipation  of  death  has  made  the  infidel  and  the  crrorist 
tremble;  not  like  Felix^  with  a  momentary  agitation,  but  with  a  power¬ 
ful  conviction  of  truth  on  the  mind.  The  instance  above  referred  to 
was  one  ;  and  believing  it  may  be  profitable  to  some  of  your  readers, 

I  will  relate  the  circumstances,  so  far  as  I  can  recall  them  to  mind,  of- 
ter  the  lapse  of  more  than  twenty  years.  The  man  alluded  to  was 
nearly  fifty  years  of  age  ;  of  a  respectable  sUmding  in  the  world  ;  from 
his  occupation,  extensively  acquainted  with  mankind ;  thought  much  of 
by  his  associates  ;  but  an  unbeliever  in  the  system  of  religion,  which 
had  been  taught  him  by  his  pious  mother,  and  which  is  generally  taught 
and  believed  in  our  country.  He  became  afflicted  with  a  chronical 
complaint,  which  finally  terminated  his  life.  After  he  had  been  sick 
some  time,  his  physician  requested  me  to  accompany  him  to  the  house 
of  his  patient.  I  went  with  the  doctor,  and  after  conversing  with  the 
sick  man,  a  few  minutes,  concerning  his  disease,  I  left  him.  A  few 
days  after,  I  w'as  requested  to  visit  him  as  a  clergyman.  I  went,  pur¬ 
suant  to  the  request,  but  was  received  with  an  air  of  coldness,  which 
evinced  that  the  visit  had  been  requested  rather  as  a  matter  of  ceremo¬ 
ny,  than  from  a  real  desire  to  see  a  minister,  in  his  official  capacity. 
Having  known  the  man  for  several  years,  and  believing  that  he  had  em¬ 
braced  very  erroneous  sentiments,  on  the  subject  of  religion,  I  thought 
it  most  prudent  to  say  but  little  to  him  at  that  time.  I  asked  him 
whether  he  wished  me  to  pray  with  him.  In  reply  he  made  many  se¬ 
vere  remarks  on  professors  of  religion,  denouncing  them  all  as  hypo¬ 
crites,  and  concluded  with  proposing  that  a  short  prayer  should  be 
made.  Having  made  a  prayer,  comprised  in  general  terms,  I  left  him. 

A  short  time  after,  1  was  again  sent  for.  At  this  visit,  i  entered 
more  freely  into  conversation  with  the  sick  man.  1  found  him  in  a  de¬ 
gree  sensible  of  his  situation,  and  manifesting  some  anxiety  respecting 
his  future  state ;  but  still  unwilling  to  renounce  his  erroneous  senti¬ 
ments.  I  prayed  with  him,  and  retired.  From  that  time  to  the  day  of 
his  death,  which  was  about  six  weeks,  1  visited  him  almost  daily  ;  and 
witnessed  a  powerful  struggle  in  his  mind.  He  adhered  to  his  false 
sentiments,  until,  compelled  by  the  force  of  truth,  impressed  on  his 
mind  by  the  all-powerful  energy  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  under  a  prospect 
of  death,  he  renounced  his  errors,  one  after  another  ;  and  finally,  witli 
a  child-like  temper,  embraced  the  humiliating  system  of  doctrines 
taught  in  the  Bible.  As  the  truth  opened  on  his  understanding,  im¬ 
pressions  were  made  oh  his  heart,  by  the  life-giving  Spirit  of  God. 
His  convictions  of  sin  w  ere  powerful ; — so  powerful,  as  deeply  to  agi¬ 
tate,  and  fill  with  trembling  anxiety,  a  man  who  had,  for  years,  braved 
the  tempests  of  the  ocean,  and  looked,  unappalled,  upon  many  dangers. 
But,  before  this  time,  he  had  never  realized  that  he  must  die, — that  he 
must  die  soon, — that  he  must  appear  before  a  holy  God  in  judgment. 
He  was,  naturally,  a  man  of  uncommon  firmness  of  mind ;  but  feeling 
himself  a  sinner,  he  trembled.  The  image  of  that  man’s  extreme  agi¬ 
tation  and  distress  is  fresh  in  my  recollection.  In  God’s  good  time, 
the  wounded  man  was  healed.  The  Spirit  of  life  was  imparted  to  him. 
The  friend  of  sinners  spake  comfort  to  his  soul.  Death  lost  its  ter¬ 
rors.  Hope  raised  him  above  fear.  Joy  brightened  his  countenance.^ 
He  fell  ^leep  in  Jesus,*  and  is  now,  doubtless,  singing  the  everlasting 
song  of  glory  to  God  and  the  Lamb. 
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“  When  I  endeavor  to  represent  eternity  to  myself,  I  avail  myself  of 
whatever  I  can  conceive  most  long  and  durable.  I  heap  imagination 
on  imagination,  conjecture  on*  conjecture.  First,  I  consider  those 
long  lives,  which  all  men  wish  and  some  attain.  I  observe  those  old 
men  who  live  four  or  five  generations,  and  who  alone  make  the  histo¬ 
ry  of  an  age.  I  do  more  :  I  turn  to  ancient  chronicles,  I  go  back  to 
the  patriarchial  age,  and  consider  life  extending  through  a  thousand 
years;  and  I  say  to  myself,  all. this  is  not  eternity,  all  this  is  only  a 
point  in  comparison  of  eternity.  Having  represented  to  myself  real 
objects,  I  form  ideas  of  imaginary  ones.  I  go  from  our  age  to  the 
time  of  publishing  the  gospel,  from  thence  to  the  publication  of  the 
law,  from  the  law  to  the  flood,  from  the  flood  to  the  creation  ;  I  join 
this  epoch  to  the  present  time,  and  I  imagine  Adam  yet  living.  Had 
Adam  lived  till  now,  and  had  he  lived  in  misery,  had  he  passed  all  his 
time  in  a  fire,  or  on  a  rock,  what  idea  must* we  form  of  his  condition? 
At  what  price  would  we  agree  to  expose  ourselves  to  misery  so  great  ? 
What  imperiah  glory  would  appear  glorious  were  it  followed  by  so 
much  woe  ?*  Yet  this  is  not  eternity.  All  this  is  nothing  in  comparison 
of  eternity,  h  go  farther  still.  .  I  proceed  from  imagination  to  imagin¬ 
ation,  from  one  supposition  to  another.  I  take  the  greatest  number  of 
years  that  can  be  imagined.  I  add  ages  to  ages,  millions  of  ages  to 
millions  of  ages.  I  form  of  all  these,  one  fixed  number,  and  I  stay  my 
imagination*  After  this  I  suppose  God  to  create  a^  world  like  this 
which  we  inhabit.  I  suppose  him  creating  it,  by  forming  one  atom  af¬ 
ter  another,  and  employing  in  the  production  of  each  atom' the  time 
fixed  in  my  calculation^  just  now  mentioned !  What  numberless*  ages 
would  the  creation  of  such  a  world  in  such  a  manner  require  !  Then  I 
suppose  the  Creator  to  arrange  these  atoms,  and  to  pursue  the  same  plan 
in  arranging  them  as  of  creating  them.  What  numberless  ages*  would 
such  an  arrangement  require  I  Finally,  L  suppose  him  to  dissolve  and 
annihilate  the  whole,  and  observing  the  same  method  in  this  dissolution 
as  he  observed  in  the  creation  and  disposition  of  the  whole.— rWhat  an 
immense  duration  would  be  consumed!  Yet  this  is  not  eternity  ;  all 
this  is  only  a  point  in  comparison  of  eternity !” 


SAURIN. 


FROM  WAYLAND  s  MISSIONARY  SERMON*. 


EFFECT  OF  PREACHING. 


^  The  preaching  of  the  cross  of  Christ  is  a  remedy  for  the  miseries 
of  Ae  fall  which  has  been  tested  by  the  experience  of  eighteen  hun¬ 
dred  years,  and  has  never  in  a  single  instance  failed.  Its  eflicacy  has 
been  proved  by  human  beings  of  all  ages,  from  the*  lisping  infant  to  the 
grey  headed  sinner.  All  climates  have  witnessed  its  power.  From 
the  ice  bound  clifis  of  Greenland  to  the  voluptuous  Ganges,'  the  simplle 
story  of  Christ  crucified  has  turned  men  from  darkness  to  light,  and 
from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God.  Its  effect  has  been  the  same  with 
men  of  the  most  dissimilar  conditions  ;  from  the  abandoned  inhabitant 
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of  Newgate,  to  the  dweller  in  the  palaces  of  kings.  It  has  been  equal¬ 
ly  sovereign  amidst  the  scattered  inhabitants  of  the  forest  and  the  crowd¬ 
ed  population  of  the  densest  metrqpolis.  Every  where  and  at  all  times 
it  has  been  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that  believ- 
eth.  • 


FROM  MEIKLE’s  MISCELLANEOUS  MEDITATIONS. 

ON  MEDITATION. 

The  heavenly  meditant  has  the  happiest  life  in  the  world,  and  the 
most  enriching  commerce  with  the  celestial  Indies,  from  whence  he 
returns  loaded  with  an  unseen  store  of  immortal  joys,  and  spiritual  con¬ 
solation.  As  he  continues  to  meditate  on  the  great  things  of  God,  such 
amazing  plenitudes  are  displayed  before  his  eye,  that  he  finds  in  the  di¬ 
vine  fulness  sufficient  subjects  for  meditation  through  eternity  itself. 
Meditation,  like  the  spies  sent  from  Israel  in  the  wilderness,  returns 
with  a  good  account  of  the  land,  presents  some  of  the  fruits  of  paradise, 
and. produces  refreshing  grapes  pulled  from  the  true  vine.  Here  the 
weary  soul  retires  to  rest  in  the  bosom  of  the  promise,  in  the  love  of 
God,  in  spite  of  all  surrounding  troubles ;  and  drinks  at  the  river  be¬ 
fore  the  throne,  which  makes  her  forget  her  miseries,  as  waters  that 
flow  away.  O  the  high  estate  of  the  sons  of  God  in  meditation !  They 
walk  in  the  fields  of  glory,  associate  with  the  angels  of  light,  and  hold 
communion  with  God  himself. — Thus  having  been  in  the  mount  with 
God,  their  soul  is  beautified.  Thus  their  face  shines,  and  their  con¬ 
versation  seems  as  if  in  heaven,  nobly  opposing  the  base  practices  of  the 
men  of  the  world. 

O  my  soul,  while  mortals  are  combatting  for  crowns,  meditate  thou 
on  the  crown  above  ;  view*  the  beauties  of  the  better  country  ;  rumin¬ 
ate  on  the  happiness  of  the  inhabitants  there  ;  think  on  the  fulness  of 
the  heavenly  glory  ;  talk  of  the  love  of  God,  and  dwell  on  the  adora¬ 
ble  excellencies  of  the  divine  Redeemer.  This  work  is  its  own  re¬ 
ward  and  assimilates  the  soul  to  the  bright  and  morning  Star.  Be 
ashamed  henceforth  to  occupy  thyself  in  meditating  how  to  raise  thy 
fortune,  how  to  make  thyself  famous,  and  how  to  plan  thy  lot  in  the 
world  ;  this  last  commit  to  God,  and  cast  the  rest  away  :  but  let  him 
whose  favor  is  better  than  life,  be  the  object  of  thy  love,  and  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  thy  meditation  !  Thus  shalt  thou  begin  heaven,  anticipate  bliss, 
and  prepare  for  eternity  and  glory. 


FROM  THE  journal  OF  REV.  DAVID  BRAINARD.  '  " 

UTILITY  OF  SECRET  DEVOTION.  , 

Aug.  4,  Was  enabled  to  pray  much,  through  the  whole  day;  and 
through  divine  goodness  found  some  intenseness  of  soul  in  the  duty,  as 
I  used  to  do,  and  some  ability  to  persevere  in  my  supplications.  1  had 
some  apprehensions  of  divine  things,  which  afford^  me  courage  and 
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resolution.  It  is  good,  I  find  to  persevere  in  attempts  to  pray,  if  I  can¬ 
not  pray  with  perseverance^  i.  e.  continue  long  in  my  addresses  to  the 
divine  Being.  I  have  generally  filtind,  that  the  more  I  do  in  secret 
prayer,  the  more  I  have  delighted  to  doy  and  have  enjoyed  more  of  a 
spirit  of  prayer :  and  frequently  have  found  the  contrary,  when  with 
journeying  or  otherwise  I  have  been  much  deprived  of  retirement. 
A  seasonable,  steady  performance  of  secret  duties  in  their  profer 
HOURS,  and  a  careful  improvement  of  all  time,  filling  up  every 
hour  with  some  profitable  labor,  either  of  heart,  head,  or  hands,  are 
excellent  means  of  spiritual  peace  and  boldness  before  God. — Christy  in¬ 
deed,  is  our  peace  y  and  by  him  we  have  boldness  of  access  to  God;  but  a 
good  consciencey  void  of  qff'encey  is  an  excellent  preparation  for  an  ap¬ 
proach  into  the  divine  presence.  There  is  a  difference  between  self- 
confidence  and  a  self-righteous  pleasing  of  ourselves — as  with  our  own 
duties,  attainments,  and  spiritual  enjoyments — of  which  good  men  are 
sometimes  guilty,  and  that  holy  confidence  arising  from  the  testimony  of 
a  good  conscience,  which  good  Hezekiah  had,  when  he  says,  “  Re¬ 
member,  O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  how  I  have  walked  before  thee  in 
truth,  and  with  a  perfect  heart.”  Theuy  says  the  holy  psalmist,  shall  I 
not  be  ashamed  when  I  have  respect  to  all  thy  commandments.  Filling  up 
our  time  with  and  for  God,  is  the  way  to  rise  up  and  lie  down  in  peace.” 


ANECDOTE. 

When  Pyrrhus  king  of  Epirus  was  preparing  for  his  expedition  into 
Italy,  Cineas,  the  philosopher  addressed  him  thus  ;  “  The  Romans, 
Sir,  are  reported  to  be  a  warlike  and  victorious  people ;  but  if  God 
permit  us  to  overcome  them,  what  use  shall  we  make  of  the  victory  ?” 

‘  Thou  askest,’  said  Pyrrhus,  ‘  a  thing  that  is  self  evident :  The  Romans 
once  conquered,  no  city  will  resist  us ;  we  shall  be  masters  of  all  Italy.’ 
Cineas  added,  “  And  having  subdued  Italy,  what  shall  we  do  next  ?” 
Pyrrhus  replied,  ‘  Sicily  next  stretches  out  her  arms  to  receive  us.’ 
“That  is  very  probable,”  said  Cineas ;  “but  will  the  possession  of 
Sicily  put  an  end  to  the  war  ?”  ‘God  grant  us  success  in  that,’  answer¬ 
ed  Pyrrhus,  ‘  and  we  shall  make  these  only  the  forerunners  of  greater 
things  ;  for  then  Lybia  and  Carthage  will  soon  be  ours  :  and  these  con¬ 
quests  being  completed,  none  of  our  enemies  can  offer  us  any  farther 
resistance.’  “Very  true,”  added  Cineas,  “  for  then  we  may  easily 
regain  Macedon,  and  make  an  absolute  conquest  of  Greece;  and  when 
all  these  are  in  our  possession,  what  shall  we  do  then  ?”  Pyrrhus  smil¬ 
ing  answered,  ‘  Why,  then,  my  dear  friend,  we  will  live  at  our  ease, 
eat  and  drink,  and  enjoy  ourselves,  with  cheerful  conversation.’  “Well, 
Sir,”  replied  Cineas,  “but  why  may  we  not  do  all  this  noWy  and  save 
our^lves  the  labor  and  the  hazard  of  enterprises,  so  uncertain  ?” 

How  many,  like  Pyrrhus,  spend  all  their  days  in  the  laborious  pur- 
stiit  of  objects,  which,  if  obtained,  could  never  render  their  situation 
any  more  favorable  to  real  enjoyment ! 
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EfiVIVALS  OF  RELIGION. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  EVANGELIST. 

Sir, 

As  you  propose  to  insert  “  brief  narratives  of  revivals  of  religion,” 

I  send  you  the  following,  which  you  are  at  liberty  to  publish,  if  you 
think  it  calculated  to  promote  the  object  of  your  work. 

Hervey  Talcott. 

Chatham,  Jan*  28,  1824. 

The  first  Church  in  Chatham  was  formed  in  1721,  and  has,  ever 
since,  with  but  short  interruptions,  been  r^^gularly  favored  with  the 
administration  of  Divine  ordinances.  But  we  have  no  evidence  that 
there  ever  was,  in  the  place,  what  is  usually  denominated  a  revival  of 
religion,  till  the  last  year.  The  accessions  to  the  church  were  at  no 
time  large :  only  a  few  were  added  in  any  year,  and  some  years  none^ 
During  the, seven  years  preceding  the  last,  thirty  persons  were  ad¬ 
mitted  by  profession.  At  the  beginning  of  1823,  the  church  consisted  of 
eighteen  males,  and  about  sixty  females.  Several  of  the  members  were 
quite  advanced  in  years.  Some  of  them  have  since  died.  Scarcely 
one,  who  might  be  called  a  youth,  was  seen  at  the  Table  of  the  Lord. 
The  younger  part  of  the  Society  were  mostly  inattentive  to  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  soul,  and  devoted  to  earthly  follies.  Comparatively  few 
were  the  families,  in  which  there  was  any  united  acknowledgement  of 
God,  by  family  devotion.  Alarming  instances  of  sickness  and  death 
had  repeatedly  occurred.  But  the  warnings  of  Providence,  as  well 
as  the  awakening  truths  of  Scripture,  seemed  to  be,  in  a  great  measure, 
unheeded.  Aniious  enquiry,  on  the  subject  of  salvation,  had  been 
rarely  known  for  a  long  time.  The  state  of  vital  religion,  even  among 
professing  Christians,  was  acknowledged  to  be  very  low.  There  were 
those,  however,  who  could  not  but  “  weep  when  they  remembered  * 
Zion,” — when  they  considered  the  spiritu^  desolations  around  them, 
and  thought  of  the  worth  of  immortal  souls,  of  the  dying  love  of  Christ, 
and  the  danger  of  the  impenitent. 

Early  in  the  year  1823,  a  few  minds  were  impressed  with  a  sense 
of  sin,  and  of  the  vast  importance  of  religion  ;  and  there  appeared  to 
be  an  increased  tenderness  and  anxiety  in  regard  to  spiritual  concerns 
among  professed  Christians,  and  more  of  a  spirit  of  humiliation  and 
prayer.  Some  solitary  instances  of  apparent  conversion  took  place. 
But  still  there  seemed  to  be  great  obstacles  in  the  way  of  a  revival ; 
and  we  feared  that,  as  at  some  former  seasons,  the  promising  tokens 
would  die  away,  and  that  we  should  be  left  without  a  gracious  visita¬ 
tion  of  the  Holy  Spirit;  which  was  so  much  to  be  desired.  The  church 
held  special  meetings  weekly  for  conference  and  prayer ;  and  it  is  be¬ 
lieved,  that  from  the  hearts  of  some  at  least  ascended  daily  the  earnest 
cry,  “  Oh,  that  thou  wouldst  rend  the  heavens,  that  thou  wouldstcome 
down,  that  the  mountains  might  flow  down  at  thy  presence.” 

It  was  in  the  latter  part  of  April,  that  the  power  of  the  convincing 
Spirit  became  strikingly  visible  ;  and  several  soon  began  to  rejoice  in 
hope.  During  the  months  of  May  and  June,  numbers  were  “pricked 
in  heart,”  and  oppressed  with  a  sense  of  guilt.  The  work  progressed 
with  a  rapidity,  which  was  surprising  to  all.  Many  found  themselves 
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possessing  views  and  feelings,  in  respect  to  Divine  and  eternal  realitieU', 
such  as  they  had  never  known  before.  In  all  religious  meetings  it  was 
evident  that  a  special  Divine  influence  was  present.  The  aspect  of 
things  in  many  families  was  quite  changed.  An  unusual  solemnity  was 
spread  over  the  place.  From  week  to  week,  and  almost  from  day  to 
day,  sinners  were  brought,  as  they  supposed,  to  submit  to  God,  to 
trust  in  the  Saviour,  and  devote  themselves  to  his  service.  Some 
weeks,  as  many  as  eight  or  ten  were  brought  to  hope  and  rejoice  in 
Christ.  The  scene  was  indescribably  interesting  and  affecting,  and 
can  never  be  effaced  from  remembrance.  The  work  continued,  in  a 
degree,  during  the  months  of  July  and  August^  and  since  that  time 
there  have  been  a  few  instances  of  apparent  submission  to  God. 

It  is  of  course  impossible  to  tell  how  many  have  really  passed 
from  death  unto  life”  in  this  revival.  Since  the  first  of  May,  sixty 
persons  have  been  added  to  the  church  by  profession.  In  connexion 
with  the  work,  more  than  seventy  have  expressed  hope  of  their  recon¬ 
ciliation  to  God.  The  Society  embraces  about  eighty  families. 

Less  than  half  of  the  subjects  of  the  work,  are  males  ;  and  more 
than  half  are  heads  of  families.  Some  are  considerably  advanced  in 
years.  One  oT  the  earliest  subjects  was  a  female  eighty -six  years  old, 
who  now,  we  trust,  beholds  the  face  of  her  Redeemer  in  Heaven. 
Her  views  of  divind  things,  after  her  conversion,  were  remarkably 
clear,  and  her  love  to  the  Saviour,  strong  and  ardent.  She  had,  for 
several  years,  been  unable  to  attend  public  worship.  She  spoke,  in 
melting  language,  of  the  mercy  of  God,  by  which  her  life  had  been  so 
long  spared,  and  she,  at  last,  plucked  as  a  brand  from  the  fire. 

The  revival  has  evidently  produced  a  considerable  efiect  on  the 
state  of  society  among  us.  All,  who  are  acquainted  with  facts,  in  re- 
gard  to  the  case,  must  admit,  that  the  Sabbath  has  been  more  strictly 
kept  than  before— that  public  worship  has  been  more  generally,  and 
more  seriously,  and  devoutly  attended— that  there  has  been  more,  of 
an  observance  of  family  worship— that  there  has  been  an  increased 
regard  to  the  name,  the  word,  and  the  ordinances  of  God,  and  an  in¬ 
creased  attachment  to  the  cause  and  kingdom  of  Christ — that  there 
is,  in  many,  more  sobriety,  and  more  regularity  of  conduct — that  there 
is  less  devotedness  to  vain  and  sinful  amusements — ^that  there  is  more 
domestic  and  social  order,  and  conuort,  and  more  vital  godliness  and 
brotherly  love  in  the  Church.  The  number  of  those,  who  surround 
the  table  of  the  Lord,  on  sacramental  occasions,  is  about  double  to 
what  it  formerly  was  ;  and  we  have  now  the  happiness  of  seeing  there, 
a  number  who  are  in  the  morning  of  life.  We  have,  indeed,  cause 
for  deep  sorrow,  that  reformation,  in  religion  and  morals,  has  not  been 
more  extensive  among  us,  and  that  many  are  still  left,  having  no 
hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world.”  We  see  much  reason  for  pray¬ 
ing  continually,  **  O  Lord,  revive  thy  work.” 

Special  exertions,  of  various  kinds,  were  made  for  the  promotion  of 
this  work  ;  and,  they  were  attended  with  evident  success.  But  it  was 
carried  on  in  such  a  way,  as  to  render  the  hand  of  the  Sovereign  Au¬ 
thor  visible.  It  was  continually  manifest,  that  no  human  efforts  could 
be  of  any  avail,  without  the  merciful  aid  of  Him,  in  whose  hand  are 
the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men  ;  and  who  “  tumeth  them  whither¬ 
soever  He  will.”  One  event  after  another  constrained  beholders  to 
exclaim,  ‘‘  What  hath  God  wrought !”  From  the  commencement  of 
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this  gracious  work,  aud  through  every  stage  of  its  progress,  it  ap¬ 
peared  as  though  the  Divine  Being  intended  to  give  all  around  com¬ 
plete  evidence  of  His  special  interposition,  and  thus  to  leave,  without 
the  shadow  of  excuse,  any  who  might  oppose  or  revile  the  work,  or 
who  should  refuse  to  give  Him  glory  on  account  of  it.  We  cannot 
but  say,  “  The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  us,  whereof  we  are 
glad.”.  He  has, we  trust,  shown  saving  mercy  to  many  individuals,, 
who  were  “  wandering  in  sin,”  pursuing  the  downward  path,,  afar,  off 
Irom  God  and  true  happiness,,  hastening  to  eternity,  unprepared. 
He  has  bestowed  His  best  blessings  on  many  families.  He  has  man¬ 
ifested  wonderful  kindness  to  the  Church  and  the  community.  He 
has  “  remembered  us  in,  our  low  estate  ;  for  His  mercy  endureth  for¬ 
ever.” 


Massachusetts, — A  revival  has  for  severaf  months  existed*  at  Ran¬ 
dolph.  On  the  23d  of  December  last,  75  had  been  added  to  the  church 
since  the  revival  commenced,  and  family  worship  had  been  instituted 
in. twenty  or  thirty  families.  In  Carver  and  Halifax,  revivals  are  said 
to  have  commenced.  In  Nantucket  is  unusual  attention  to  religion. 
Rev.  Mr.  Sprague  of  West  Springfield  writes  to  us,  “  There  has  been 
in  my  congregation,  for  several  months  past,  an  interesting  revival  pf 
religion,  during  which  as  many  as  60  or  70  have  hopefully  become  pi¬ 
ous.”  At  Massachusetts  State  Prison  15  of  the  convicts  were  baptized 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Collier,.the  chaplain,  on.  the  third  Sabbath  in  October  last.. 

Maine. — The  Baptist  societies  in  Albany  and  Eastport  are  said  to 
have  been  visited  with  revivals..  In  Albany  between  30  and  40  have 
been  recently,  added  to  the  church  by  baptism,,  and  more  than  20  by 
letter.  From  Eastport  Rev.  Mr.  Eveleth  writes,  under,  date  of  Nov.. 
4th,  “  I  have  baptized  28  ;  twelve  have  been  added  by  letter,  &c. 
The  revival  has  been  equally  extensive  in  the  Christian  Society.”  In 
Nobleboro^and  Jefferson  is  more  than  usual  attention  to  religion.  One 
hundred  and  fifty  persons  were  added  to  the  churchesin.the  vicinity  of 
Hamden  during  th^ee  months  previous  to  December  27th. — Missionary 
Herald; 

Connecticut.— About  the  20th  January,  the  revival  was  increasing  in 
Colchester  ;  160  had  expressed  a  hope  in  the  first  parish,  and  50  in 
Westchester  parish.'  *  In  Millington,  the  work  had  greatly  increased, 
and  had  commenced  in  East-Huddam. 

New-Yofk. — A  letter  from  the  Pastor  of  the  church  in  Augusta,  da¬ 
ted  Dec.  8th  says,  About  one  hundred  and  fifty  have  been  introdu¬ 
ced  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God.  The  work  stilL  con¬ 
tinues.” 

Extract  a  Utter  to  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Recorder y  from  ike  Rev. 

Mr.  Bacossy  dated,  Moreauy  AT.  Y.  Jan.  26. 

You  have  probably  beard  of  the  work  of  grace  in  the  society  of 
'Moreaii  and  Northumberl^d.  Within  a  week  the  work  has  received 
a  hew  impair,  and  if  1  mistake  not  is  much  more  powerful  than  ever. 
It  begins  to  spread  into  three  adjacent  villages  ;  in  one  of  which  it  is 
beUeved  that  eighteen  persons  give  evidence  of  a  change  of  heart  with¬ 
in  four  days.”  '  .  ’  ♦ 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  Rev.  R.  K.  Rogers^  dated  Sandy^Hilly  N.  F. 

January  28. 

“  The  Revival  has  extended  from  Moreau  and  Northumberland, 
(where  70  have  been  added  to  the  church,)  to  this  village  and  Glens- 
falls.  In  the  latter,  during  the  last  week,  eighteen  souls  were  brought 
from  darkness  to  light.  The  work  is  in  answer  to  Prayer^  and  we 
have  found  much  good  resulting  from  Union  Prayer  Meetings  of  the 
neighbouring-  C  hurches ,  ” 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  JOURNEY  OF  MESSRS.  FISK  AND  KING  FROM  CAIRO  TO 

JERUSALEM,  THROUGH  THE  DESERT. 

Entrance  into  Syria. — After  riding  nine  hours  and  a  half,  we  pitched 
our  tent  at  Bur  el  Khoor,  a  large  plain  covered  with  grass  and  shrubs, 
on  which  several  large  flocks  of  sheep  and  goats  were  feeding,  under 
the  direction  of  Arab  shepherds  and  shepherdesses.  W e  walked  up 
to  the  top  of  a  sand  hill  near  our  tent,  where  we  had  a  delightful  view 
of  the  plain.  After  being  so  long  in  the  wilderness,  this  view  was  in¬ 
deed  cheering.  We  have  now  just  left  the  dominions  of  Mohammed 
Ali  Pasha,  and  entered  modem  Syria.  Whether  we  are  yet  within  the 
limits  of  ancient  Palestine,  or  not,  we  do  not  know.  The  valley  of 
Zaaka  is  no  doubt  a  torrent  in  the  rainy  season.  Possibly  this  is  the 
river  of  Egypt.  See  Gen.  xv.  18,  and  Josh.  xv.  4.  If  so,  we  are  al¬ 
ready  in  the  promised  land.  While  in  the  desert,  we  have  found  com¬ 
fort  in  singing, 

Guide  me«  O  thou  great  Jehovah, 

Pilgrim  through  this  barren  land. 

From  the  top  of  the  hill,  near  our  tent,  we  lifted  up  our  eyes  and 
looked  “  northward  and  southward,  and  eastward  and  westward,”  and 
thought  of  the  dangers  we  had  escaped,  and  of  the  prospect  before  us. 
How  trying  it  must  have  been  to  Moses,  after  wandering  forty  years  in 
the  wilcjf^rness,  to  be  told  that  he  must  not  enter.the  good  land  which 
his  eyes  beheld.  In  the  evening  read  the  6th,  7th,  8th,  and  9th  chap- 
ters  of  Deuteronomy,  which  were  extremely  interesting  to  us  at  this 
time.  We  are  now  entering  the  land  of  Canaan. 

Reflections  on  Mr.  Parsons. — As  we  drew  near  the  city,  we  remem¬ 
bered  how  our  dear  brother  Parsons,  when  wars  and  rumors  of  wars 
obliged  him  to  leave  the  place,  turned  back  his  eyes,  as  he  ascended  the 
hill  west  of  Jerusalem,  and  wept,  and  said, Ifl  shall  find  favor  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Lord,  he  will  bring  me  again,  and  show  me  both  it,  and  his 
habitation.”  Alas  for  us !  these  words  were  fulfilled  in  a  much  high¬ 
er  sense,  than  he  then  anticipated.  We  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt^ 
that  he  did  find  favor  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  ;  and  though  he  was  not 
permitted  to  return  to  the  earthly  Jerusalem,  yet  his  divine  Saviour  has 
given  him  an  infinitely  higher  felicity,  even  that  of  seei^  %nd  enjoying 
the  bliss  of  that  Eternal  City,  in  which  the  divine  glory  dwflls. 

They  enter  the  Holy  City. — With  feeling  not  easily  described,  about 
four  o’clock,  we  entered  JERUSALEM.  The  scenes  and  events  of 
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4000  years  seemed  to  rush  upon  our  minds  ;  events,  in  which  Heaven^ 
and  Earth,  and  Hell,  had  felt  the  deepest  interest.  This  was  place, 
selected  hy  the  Almighty  for  his  dwelling,  and  here  his  glory  was  ren¬ 
dered  visible.  This  was  the  “  perfection  of  beauty,”  and  the  “  glory 
of  all  lands.”  Here  David  sat  and  tuned  his  harp,  and  sung  the  prais¬ 
es  of  Jehovah.  Hither  the  tribes  came  up  to  worship.  Here  enrap¬ 
tured  prophets  saw  bright  visions  of  the  world  above,  and  received 
messages  from  on  high  for  guilty  man.  Here  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
came  in  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  groaned,  and  wept,  and  poured  oiit 
his  soul  unto  death,  to  redeem  us  from  sin,  and  save  us  from  the  pains 
of  hell.  Here,  too,  the  wrath  of  an  incensed  God  has  been  poured  out 
upon  his  chosen  people,  and  has  laid  waste  his  heritage. 

Messrs.  Fisk  and  King  took  lodgings  in  a  Greek  convent,  called  the 
convent  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  situated  but  a  little  distance  from 
the  place  where  it  is  supposed  the  Lord  Jesus  was  crucified.  Their 
windows  looked  out  upon  the  Mount  of  Olives,  from  whence  he  ascend¬ 
ed  to  glory,  and  where  he  commanded  his  disciples  to  “go  into  all  the 
world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature.”  Mr.  Wolf  took 
lodgings  with  his  brethren  the  Jews. 

The  first  part  of  their  journal  concludes  with  the  following  request 
to  their  brethren  and  patrons  favored  land,  which  will  draw 

forth  many  prayers  in  their  behalfTo  Him  who  heareth  prayer,  and 
whose  eye,  doubtless,  hath  never  been  regardless  of  the  interesting 
land  in  which  they  now  dw  ell. 

Christian  Brethren  in  .^tnerica  : — Pray  for  us,  that  the  word  of  the 
Lord  may  have  free  course  and  be  glorified,  even  as  it  is  with  you  ; 
and  that  we  may  be  delivered  from  unreasonable  and  wicked  men  :  for 
all  men^have  not  faith. — Missionary  Herald. 


Monthly  Concert. — On  the  2d  of  June  last,  Mr.  Fisk  made  prepara¬ 
tion  for  a  journey,  in  company  with  Mr.  King,  to  the  Dead  Sea  and  the 
River  Jordan.  To  protect  themselves  from  robbers  they  employed 
the  captain  of  a  band  of  robbers  as  their  guide. 

On  a  mountain  near  the  Dead  Sea,  Mr.  Fisk  found  the  rocks  strongly 
impregnated  with  sulphur. 

The  waters  of  the  Dead  Sea  are  clear — but  bitter  and  nauseous  to 
the  taste.  The  opinion  that,  on  account  of  their  weight,  they  are  un¬ 
moved  by  the  force  of  wind,  is  without  foundation — also  the  notion  that 
birds  cannot,'  or  do  not  fly  over  their  surface.  Mr.  Fisk  saw  many  of 
them  upon  the  shore,  and  flying  above  the  water.  The  idea  that  ves¬ 
sels  do  not  sail  there  is  better  supported ;  for  no  vessels  have  been 
built  for  the  purpose. 

The  whole  country  on  this  Sea  and  the  banks  of  Jordan,  as  far  as 
Mr.  Fisk  travelled,  is  desert,  and  inhabited  by  a  few  Bedouin  Arabs. 
The  Jordan  is  a  small,  sluggish  river;  and  its  banks,  in  many  places, 
are  marshy  and  covered  with  bushes.  Mr.  Fisk  swam  across  it  and 
“  on  the  other  side  beyond  Jordon,”  sat  down,  in  company  with  a  few 
Greeks,  and  read  the  third  chapter  of  Joshua  and  the  thiid  chapter  of 
Jolm. 

.  On  a  hill  a  little  to  the  West  of  the  Jordan,  Mr.  F.  saw  a  heap  of 
stones,  said  to  mark  the  spot  where  Joshua  placed  the  stones  which  he 
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took  from  the  bed  of  the  river,  when  it  was  miraculously  divided  for 
the  passage  of  the  children  of  Israel.  He,  sought  for  the  “  Apple  of 
Sodom,”  of  which  he  found  two  kinds — ^botb  unpleasant  to  the  taste. 

The  ancient  Jericho  contains  at  present  only  about  300  inhabitants — 
all  Mussulmans.  The  walls  of  the  houses  are  of  stone — the  roofs  of 
bushes  and  clay.  A  little  to  the  North  West  of  this  place,  is  a  stream 
of  pure  water,  which  is  supposed  to  be  that  which  Elisha  healed. 
The  stream  issues  from  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  on  which  our  Saviour 
is  said  to  have  fasted  40  days. 

At  Jerusalem,  Friday  June  20,  the  Missionaries  repaired  to  the 
walls  of  the  city  opposite  Mount  Moriah,  where  the  Jews  on  that  day 
of  the  week  resort,  to  mourn  over  the  desolations  of  their  country. 
At  this  place  about  30  Jews  were  sitting  upon  the  ground,  reading  He¬ 
brew  books,  and  mourning.  This  is  a  privelige  .for  which  the  Jews 
are  obliged  to  pay  their  Turkish  masters.  From  one  of  the  Greek 
convents  at  Jerusalem,  more  thon  ^160,000  have  been  exacted  by  the 
Turks,  since  the  commencement  of  the  war. 

On  the  day  of  Pentecost,  June  27,  there  were  five  Missionaries  at 
the  Holy  City  ;  viz.  Messrs.  Wolf,  Fisk  and  King,  Mr.  Way  and  Mr. 
Lewis,  from  the  University  of  Dublin. — Telegraph. 


Character  of  the  Turks. — The  following  sketch  of  the  character  of 
the  Turks,  given  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fisk  one  of  the  Missionaries  to  the 
Holy  Land,  will  be  reiad  with  interest  at  the  present  time. — AT.  Y.  Obs.. 

Think  of  agovernment  in  which  every  office  is  sold  to  the  highest  bid¬ 
der,  and  in  which  a  criminal  may  almost  uniformly  obtain  his  freedom 
by  the  payment  of  money  ;  think  of  schools,  in  most  of  which  the  on¬ 
ly  thing  taught  is  to  pronounce  the  words  of  a  language  which  neither 
pupils  nor  teacher  undeTstand  ;  think  of  places  of  public  worship,  in- 
which  nearly  all  the  exercises  are  performed  in  an  unknown  tongue  ; 
think  of  one  half  the  females  in  the  country  prohibited  from  going  out 
without  concealing  their  faces,  while  both  the  laws  and  the  religion  of 
the  country  allow  polygamy  and  concubinage  ;  think  of  a  country  in 
which  scarce  one  woman  in  a  hundred  can  read>  and  where,  perhaps,, 
not  half  the  men  are  more  fortunate  ;  think  of  a  country  in  which  the 
governor  has  liberty  to  behead  seven  men  a  day,  without  assigning  any 
reason  whatever  for  so  doing ;  where  a  criminal  is  condemned  with¬ 
out  jury,  and  1  had  almost  said  without  trial  or  witnesses  ;  and  after 
being  condemned,  is  immediately  beheaded,  strangled,  or  hung  at  the 
first  convenient  place  in  the  street,  and  left  hanging  two  or  three  days  ; 
think  of  a.country  in  which,  in  case  of  public  disturbance,  one  half  of 
the  community  can  murder  whomsoever  they  please  of  the  other  half 
with  impunity  ;  think  of  a  country  in  which  an  armed  man,  will  meet  a 
respectable  inoffensive  citizen  in  the  street  of  a  populous  city,  at  mid 
day,  and  shoot  him  dead  on  the  spot,  and  then  sit  down  quietly  and 
smoke  his  pipe  in  sight  of  the  corpse,  while  even  the  guards  of  the  city 
are  passing  by  ;  think  of  a  country  in  which  the  name  of  Christianity 
exists,  but  only  as  a  name,  for  that  superstition  and  idolatry  which  be¬ 
long  to  paganism,  and  in  which  the  delusions  of  the  false  prophet,  exist 
with  all  their  impurities  and  all  their  abominations.  Such  a  country 
or  rather  much  worse  than  even  this  descr^on^  is  Turkey.” 
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Presentation  of  the  Bible  to' the  newly  married. — At  Chatillon  on  the 
Loire,  in  France,  a  Bible  Association  has  recently  been  formed  among 
the  children,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  a  Bible  to  every  newly- 
married  pair.  The  effect  of  this  institution  thus  far  has  been  very 
happy,  both  upon  the  children  and  upon  the  young  persons  who  receive 
their  present.  The  plan,  we  think,  is  worthy  of  universal  imitation. 
It  seems  to  be  the  most  simple  and  effectual  method  of  keeping  every 
family  in  the  county  supplied  with  the  sacred  volume  ;  and  if  it  were 
universally  introduced,  we  might  soon  hope  to  see  family  worship  ex¬ 
tensively  revived. 


The  Archives  du  Christianisme^  a  periodical  work  published  in  Paris, 
contains  the  extraordinary  intelligence,  that  on  the  6th  of  April  last, 
M.  Henhoffer,  the  Roman  Catholic  Rector  of  the  parishes  of  Mullisau- 
sen  and  Steyneyg,  in  the  Duchy  of  Baden  in  Germany,  with  the  Baron 
de  Gimdingen,  his  household  and  forty  other  families  making  in  all  220 
persons,  publicly  embraced  the  Reformed  Religion,  in  the  Seignorial 
Chapel  in  Steyneyg ;  after  which  the  adults  received  the  Holy  Com¬ 
munion,  according  to  the  Rites  of  the  Protestant  Church.  The  affect- 
ting  ceremony  took  place  in  a  Roman  Catholic  country  in  the  midst  of  a 
vast  assemblage  of  personages  of  different  religious  denominations, 
without  the  smallest  interruption  or  disorder. 

Ship  Thames. — This  Ship,  which  sailed  from  New-Haven  in  Nov. 
1822,  with  the  interesting  Mission  family,  destined  for  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  was  left  at  Woahoo,  on  the  2l8t  of  April  last.  The  period  of 
her  arrival  out,  is  not  stated  ;  but  the  Iris,  which  reports  her,  has  doubt- 
letters  from  the  Missionaries  to  their  friends  in  this 


A  HYMN  ON  THE  LORD’s  DAY. 

Welcome  the  hout  of  prayer. 
Thrice  welcome  to  my  breast, 

I  hail  its  sweet  return, 

And  be  the  moments  Mest  : 

From  the  low  train  of  mortal  toys. 

1  soar  to  reach  immortal  joys. 

Descend,  celestial  Dove, 

And  o’er  me  spread  thy  wing. 
Disclose  a  Saviour’s  love, 

While  1  his  praises  sing : 

Then  shall  my  soul  its  life  attain, 
Nor  Sabbaths  be  indulged  in  vain. 

The  waking  mom  shall  see 
The  pleasing  task  begun, 

Nor  my  devotion  be  ,  j  » 
Clos’d  with  the  setting  siin  ^  ^ 

My  God  shall  hear  my  ev’ning  suit. 
And  grateful  songs  his  ear  salute. 
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Oh,  may  thy  grace  improre 
The  seed  thy  word  hath  sown  ; 

And  Jesus  reign  in  love 
Where  Satan  held  his  throne  : 

While  trembling  saints  fresh  strength  receiTe, 
And  sinners  be  conyinc’d  and  live. 

Then,  then  ye  scenes  withdraw,  ^ 

That  cloud  the  heavenly  light ; 

Break,  Sun  of  righteousness. 

And  chase  these  shades  of  night. 

Then  shall  thy  blest  plantation  grow, 

And  glory  dawn  on  worlds  below. 


ADDRESS  TO  “  THE  EVANGELIST.’’ 

I 

Spread  thy  light  wings,  and  soar  away, 
Thou  little  herald  of  the  sky  : 

Glad  tidings  of  great  joy  convey, 
Where’er  thy  pilgrimage  may  lie. 

Bear  to  the  solitary  place 
The  blessings  of  our  favor’d  age, 

The  triumphs  of  redeeming  grace 
Paint  vivid  on  thy  voiceless  page. 

Tell  how  the  cross  its  arms  extends. 

To  snatch  the  heathen  from  the  grave, 
Exulting  tell  how  mercy  bends, 

The  sick  to  heal,  the  lost  to  save. 
Proclaim  how  Asia’s  thronging  bands 
Essay  to  break  the  Pagan  rod. 

How  Ethiopia  spreads  her  hands. 

And  blinded  Israel  turns  to  God. 

Go !  the  weak  Christian’s  zeal  relume, 
The  weeping  mourner’s  sadness  cheer, 
And  o’er  the  darkness  of  the  tomb 
Bid  the  bright  dawn  of  F aith  appear. 

To  those  who  rove  ’mid  shadows  dim. 

Or  rashly  waste  their  fleeting  span, 
Speak,  as  the  messenger  of  Him 
%  Who  shed  atoning  blood  for  man. 

Haste  to  the  worldling,  bent  with  care, 
Aarrest  the  step  of  thoughtless  youth, 
And  teach  even  infant  lips  the  prayer, 
Oh,  “  sanctify  us  by  thy  truth.” 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

“  L.  M.”  and  ‘‘  P.”  are  received,  and  will  be  inserted.  Several 
other  Communications,  without  Signatures,  have  been  received,  and 
are  under  consideration. 


CONDITIONS 


The  work  will  be  issued  in  monthly  numbers,  each  number  contaiuin;^ 
10  pag’es  octavo ;  and  will  be  printed  on  good  paper,  with  new  type. 

I’he  price  of  hthe  work  will  be  00  a  year,  payable  on  the  delivery  of 
tlic  sixth  number.  Those  who  pay  on  the  delivery  of  the  first  or  second 
number,  the  price  will  be  75.  '  .  ‘  ' 

Those  who  procure  six  subscribers,  and  become  responsible  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  same,  shall  receive  the  seventh  copy  as  a  compensation. 

It  is  expected,  that  all  communications  with  the  editor,  will  be  post  paid, 

excepting  such  as  write  for  the  work,  ■'  •  .r.  .  . 

1  *  *  ,  ■ 

No  subscriptions  will  be  taken  for  a  less  term  than  one  year  ;  and,  if 
notice  of  discontinuance  is  not  given  before. the  issuing  of  the  last  numborv 
in  the  year,  the  subscribers  will  be  considered  as  holden  for  the  succeeding 
year.  .  < 

The  Evangelist  will  be  published  the  third  Saturday  of  every  raoolh  at 
ihc  Mirror  Oilice,  corner  of  Asylum  and  Main  streets,  where  all  orders  will 
be  promply  answered.  .  ’  .  ' 


